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Part of a Letter urinen 10 the 
Author, relative to the Sub- 
1 of "ay „ _ —_— 


— Have, as you recommended 
| to me, conſidered Mr. War. 
burton's 1 Comment on x Tim. iv. 8. 
and agree with him that the Bodily 
Exerciſe there ſpoken of has reference 
to the Ritual O er vances of the Zews; 


but whether to thoſe alone, as that 


learned Gentleman's Argument ſeems 
to me to require, I am not ſo clear. 

There are two Conſtructions of the 
Words 7-206 OM either of which will 
indeed imply that no other but Fewiſb 
Exerciſes are there intended. 3d 

1. The Word d may be under- 
ſtood, and then _ Senſe will be, as 


i the Kd gin of our Tranſlation, "for 


a little Tims, that is to ſay, for fo 
8 and no longer than the Moſaic 
Inſtitute continued in Force. Or, 


- 2 Div. Legation, Book v. Sc&. 6. page 470, of the 
ſeeond Edition. 


— 
* — 
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Laa; 


1 erg e x may mean in wa De- 


gree, that is, "_ far a Bedi ' Exerciſe 


has the Procnlt of this Life. Theſe 
Circumſtances, out of all doubt, make 


this Bodily Exerciſe peculiar to the 


Jewiſh it penſation. 
But then, if the Profitableneſs of 
Ritual Obſervances. was to, determine 


with that Part of the Law which en- 


Joined them, or if it was to ceaſe when 


the Promiſe of zhis. Life was ſuperſed- 
ed by the berrer Promiſes of the Go- 


ſpel (as is certainly the Caſe, if the 
Apoſtle is to be underſtood as above) 
J cannot fee the Reaſon why * there 
« muff needs be ſome | Ritual Ober- 
6 vances | under the Goſpel _— 
« there is a Chriſtian Church,” 
Mr. . holds; unleſs ſuch Obſer- 
vances are either derived, 
1.) From fome olain and poſitive 
Inftitution of divine Appointment ; 
ſince, if ſuch Things are no longer 
profitable by any Virtue naturally be- 
longing to them, and have none ſu- 
peradded by divine Authority, the 
Chriſtian 


M” 


{ vii ] 


_ Chriſtian, Church can have no reaſon 


for enjoining them: in chat Caſe the 
Chriſtian, Church, reaching for Doc- 


trines the Commagdments | of Men, 


would fall into Condemnation. Or, 
2.) If the Profitableneſs of Rites, be 


they more or fewer, in the, Chriſtian 
Church be derived from ſome general 


Expedience in the Things themſelves (as 


I am inclined to underſtand the Apo- 
ſtle's Words) there may then be left 


ſome Room for human Injunctions of 


the ritual Kind, limited by zhe Uſe of 


 edifying ; But then we muſt take the 


bodily Exerciſe here mentioned in a 


larger Senſe, and not underſtand it of 
the Jewiſh Ordinances excluſive of 


others; and whether that will ſuit the 


Interpretation Mr. V. gives of the lat- 


ter Part of the Verſe, I am not quite 
ſatisfied. 


I expect you will ſay that Mr. . 


by Ritual Obſervances in the Chriſtian 
Church, muſt be underſtood of ſuch as 


are appointed in the Goſpel; the Di- 
vine Wiſdom being the beſt Judge of 


what 


' 


” | 


what is either neceſſary or expedient 
for the Church in any Period; and, I 
ſuppoſe, when we meet, you will ask 
me for ſome Account of this general 
Expedience I talk of. — For Mr. V. 
I pretend not to anſwer ; and for my- 
fel ſhall only offer, that poſſibly there 
may be ſome Inſtrumentality in human 
Rites towards Edification, and that 


fuch Inſtrumentality may be verified 


by their Effects and Operations upon 
particular Perſons, tho you and I may 
have no Experience of the like. 

However, I own, my Notions of 
this Expedience are but very obſcure 
and confuſed; nor am I much enlight- 
ened by the Epiſcopal Charge you 
mentioned to me ſome Time ago, 
and which was put into my Hands 
this Morning, with a very high Cha- 
rafter, by my Neighbour Mr. 


Perhaps his Lordſhip's Doctrine might 


have the 4% Weight with zue, for having 


fo much in the Adverſaries Scale. . . . 


February 7th, 1752. 
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A Serious Inquiry &c. 
MY LORD, 


| 7 HEN I firſt peruſed your Lordſhip's 
0 Charge, I could not but think ſome Paſ- 
ſages in it, particularly in the 13th and 
the three following Pages, liable to many juſt 
Odjections. | 
My Conjecture was, that the Papiſts, ever 
watchful to countenance their Superſtition, by 
pointing out the Remnants of it yet unpurged out 
of our Church, and to make their Advantage of 
the Conceſſions of ſome of our unwary Divines, 
would certainly lay their Finger upon what your 
Lordſhip has advanced concerning the Import- 
ance of External Religion. | 
Still this was but my ConjeCture,whichalonewould 
never have afforded me ſufficient Reaſons for 
troubling your Lordſhip or the Public on am Oc- 
caſion : But having now the Misfortune to find 
them verified by a ſtrenuous Recommendation of 
this very Charge from a zealous and bigotted Pa- 
piſt to a worthy. Proteſtant Gentleman ( both in 
my own Neighbourhood) your Lordſhip and the 
reaſonable Part of the Public will, I truſt, excuſe 
me for dropping all other Reſpects but what are 


due to my Religion and Allegiance, till I have 


freely declared my Sentiments of the dangerous 
Tendency of your Lordſhip's Doctrine contained 
in the Paſſages above reterr'd to. 
Your Lordſhip, having told your Clergy, pag. 13. 
« That their chief Buſineſs is to endeavour to be- 
get a practical Senſe of Religion upon the 
Hearts of the People, as what they acknowledge 
their Belief of, and profeſs they ought to con- 
A form 


L 2 ] 

form themſelves to, proceeds to ſay, © and 
<« this is to be done by keeping up, as we are 
able, the Form and Face of Religion with De- 
„ cency and Reverence, and in ſuch a Degree as 
„to bring the Thoughts of Religion often to 
their Minds; and then endeavouring to make 
* this Form more and more ſubſervient to pro- 
mote the Reality and Power of it.“ 

Tho' your Lordſhip's Expreſſion in this Paſſage 
is not very clear, yet the ſubſequent Parts of the 
Diſcourſe lead us to underſtand your Lordſhip 
here, of the Clergy's Endeavours in their public 
Miniſtrations: and thereupon to remark, that the 
Clergy of the Church of England have no way 
of keeping up the Form and Face of Religion any 
oftener,” or in any other Degree, than is directed by 
the preſcribed Order of the Church; nor can they, 
J apprehend, contrive to make is Form more or 
leſs ſubſervient to promote the Reality and Power 
of Religion, beyond the common Operation of the 
Form itſelf; and what that may be we ſhall have 
Occaſion to conſider by and by. 

There are indeed ſome Methods of keeping up 
the Form and Face of Religion in Uſe with ſome 
Clergytnen of our Church (tho', I think, but few) 
which are z0t preſcribed in our eſtabliſhed Ritual; 
ſuch as, bowing to the Eaft, turning the Face 
to that Quarter in repeating, the Creeds, dipping 
the Finger in Water, and therewith croſſing the 
Child's Forehead in Baptiſm ; and ſome others of 
the like Sort : But, that your Lordſhip means to 
encourage any Thing of this kind by the Degree, 
in which you would have this Form and Face of 
Religion made more and more ſubſervient, &c. 1 
cannot be perſuaded. 

A late eminent and pious Prelate, well ſkilled 
in the Ritual of the Church of England, hath told 
TD; ©* "4 us, 


2:1 
us, that altho' our Church claims a Power (in- 
common with other National Churches) fa or- 
* dain, change, and aboliſh Ceremonies or Rites, or- 
* dained only by Man's Authority, ſo that all Things 
« be done to edifying [Art. 34.] yet of this Edi- 
Hing ſhe does not allow or make any Biſhop, 
% Parſon, or Curate to be the Judge, but has tied 
them down to certain Rules — the Rubrics of 
„ the Common-Prayer, which are alſo now con- 
* firmed by the Laws of the Land — Whoſo- 


ever does vefs | than is preſcribed in theſe Rubrics] 


is an Offender ; whoever does more, is an Inno- 
* vator, and does it without Authority, and is 
«« fitter to be puniſhed than followed *,” & c. 

But, as I have little Inclination, and leſs Au- 
thority, to put a Conſtruction upon your Lord- 
ſhip's Words inconſiſtent with ſo plain a State of 
the Caſe, for no better Reaſon than becauſe I 
cannot underſtand them myſelf in any other, I am 
obliged to leave them under their preſent Am- 
biguity, and paſs on to ſomething more inte]- 
ligible. | 

„The Form. of Religion, continues your 
Lordſhip, “ may indeed be where there is little 
of the Thing itſelf ; but the Thing itſelf can- 
* not be preſerved amongſt Mankind without 
the Form.” 

Which may be very true if your Lordſhip 
means the Pagan, the Mabometan, the Roman Ca- 
tholick Thing called Religion: Take away the 
Form from the Religion of any of theſe, and you 
effectually deſtroy the Thing itſelf : But, ſurely, 
your Lordſhip, on ſecond Thoughts, will not ex- 
tend this Maxim to the Chriſtian Religion. 

The Chriſtian Religion was revealed and diſ- 
penſed, as we are taught, to make Mankind hap- 


* Bp. Fleet s Works. Fol. 1737. pag. 722. 
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Py both here and hereafter; we are farther taught 
that the Circumſtances of this Religion, without 
the Spirit or Power of it, will have no Efficacy to 
procure this Happineſs : Now one or more parti- 
cular Chriſtians may be ſo ſituated that they can- 
not have the Benefit of the Form ¶ the public Form, 
of which your Lordſhip is now ſpeaking.] Ap- 
py your Lordſhip's Premiſſes to the Caſe of ſuch 
eople, and the Conſequence will be, that they 
can have 10 Religion amongſt them. 5 
How different are the Sentiments of the great 
and good Archbiſhop Tillotſon. His Opinion was, 
that a Man may be a very religious and good Chri- 
ſtian, who guzetly, and without any Noiſe and 
© Buſile, minds the ſubſtantial Parts of Religion, 
and is truly devoted towards Gop, juſt and 
„ peaceable, and charitable towards Men; meek 
and humble and patient, kind and friendly 
“ even to thoſe that differ from him.” — Yet 
ſuch a one, He tells us, © ſhall hardly eſcape 
being cenſur'd for a lukewarm, formal, moral 
Man, deſtitute of the Grace of Gop and of the 
* Power of Godlineſs * : * — But why cenſured ? 
why for no Reaſon imaginable unleſs it is — be- 
0 cauſe the Power of Godlineſs cannot be preſer- 
* ved amongſt Mankind without the Forms and 
«© Circumſtances of it.” | 
But, I am afraid, your Lordſhip will have a 
po Authority ſtill to encounter, even our blel- 
ed Saviour himſelf, between whom and à certain 
Woman of Samaria there was once ſome Diſcourſe 


* Sermons, 8vo. Edit. 1743. pag. 4645. Vol. X. I ſet 
dow this juſt as I find it printed, but cannot imagine how the 
Word [formal] got into the Sentence. I dare ſay the Archbiſhop 
did not put it there, as Formality belongs to the Character op- 
Poſite to that He is here deſcribing; and indeed is itſelf 
Oppoſite to the other Terms of Repfoach there mentioned. 


con- 


1 

concerning this very Point, viz. The reſpective 
Value of the Form and Power of Religion: Our 
Lord's Words are remarkable. JESUS ſaith unto 
her, Woman, believe me, the Hour cometh, when ye 
foall neither in this Mountain, nor yet at Jeruſalem, 
worſhip the Father. Ye worſhip ye know not what 
[ i. e. according to your own Inventions], we know 
what we worſhip; for Salvation is of the Jews. But 
the Hour cometh, and now is, when the true Wor- 
ſhippers ſhall worſhip the Father ¶ not at Jeruſalem, 
or in this or that Mountain, but] in SPIRIT and 
in TRUTH; for the Father ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip 
him. Gop is a SetRiT, and they that worſhip 
Him, muſt worſhip in SpIR Ir and in I RUTR. 
John iv. 21. &c. 

Can your Lordſhip pick your Propoſition, viz. 
That the Thing itſelf [RELIGION] cannot be 
*© preſerved among Mankind without the Form,” 
out of theſe Words, or out of any other Words 
in the New Teſtament ? Do they not rather moſt 
evidently and expreſsly declare that true Religion 
ſhall be preſerved, and true Worſhippers ſought and 
accepted by Gop without any Regard to Forms 
at all ? 

Your Lordſhip probably may ſuggeſt ( what 
has often been ſaid and repeated upon Occaſion of 
handling this Subject) that © it is the utmoſt Ex- 
travagance and Enthuſiaſm to ſuppoſe that our 
Saviour intended to exclude all Forms from Re- 
« ligion, ſeeing that He himſelf inſtituted 7wo 
„Forms at leaſt,” —— To which I anſwer : 

1. That the Forms inſtituted by our Saviour, 
are one Thing, and the Face and Form of Religion, 
{ſpoken of by your Lordſhip, quite another; if it 
is not ſo, your Lordſhip ſhould have told us. If 
your Lordſhip only means, that the evangelical 
Thing called Religion, cannot be preſerved 

* amonglt 


16 J 

6+; amongſt Mankind without the evangelical. 
Forms,“ ſurely it was very needleſs: to refer 
to the Heathens, the Turks, and the Papi in this 
Behalf. I anſwer : 
2. I receive and comply with the Forms inſti- 
tuted by Chriſt, with the utmoſt Reverence; and 
for the reſt, I am of Opinion with the excellent 
Prelate already cited, vi. We muſt not be 
* rude, nor do any Thing that is naturally inde- 
© cent in the Worſhip of Gobp; this Authority 
* ſhould reſtrain; but farther than this, I doubt 
* not but the Goſpe! hath left us free *.” But 
what is it to be /eft free in this Reſpect, but juſt 
to pay leſs or more Regard to human Forms, as 
we are inclined, without laying any Streſs upon 
them, or giving them any Importance, in the At- 
fair of Religion? But to anſwer more punctually: 

I very much queſtion whether your Lord- 
ſhip? s Poſition will be found true, even tho* the 
Forms inſtituted by our Lord himſelt ſhould be 
taken into the Account. We have among us, as 
your Lordſhip knows, a Sect of nominal Chriſtians 
called Quakers, who make Uſe of neither of the 
two Forms above mentioned. Will your. Lord- 
ſhip ſay that theſe Men © have no Religion pre- 
« ſerved amongſt them? It is more than 1 dare 
affirm, becauſe they tell me very ſeriouſly that 
«© they have a ſpiritual Baptiſm, and a ſpiritual 
* Communion, by which they are firmly perſuaded 
they fulfil the Command of Chrift as effec- 
„ tually as we do, who practiſe the formal Rites 
according to the verbal Inſtitution.” In which, 
tho? I think they are miſtaken, and that I could 
diſprove them ; yet dare I not condemn them, as 
I certainly ſhould do by ſaying that they have no 


* Ibid, Vol. VIII. pag. 3718. 


Religion 
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Religion preſerved amongſt them. To their own 
Maſter they muſt ſtand or fall for me. In the 
mean Time I obſerve among the Members of this 
Society much Seriouſneſs of Deportment, Bene- 
volence of Heart, and a Sobriety and Circum- 
ſpection in their Manners and Converſation, not 
only extremely edifying in itſelf, but extremely full 
of tacit Reproach to certain Chriſtians with more 
religious Forms. All this they aſcribe to the In- 
fluence and Operation of the good Spirit of God, 
agreeably to the Scripture - Accounts: And if 
among this People (who have too their religious 
Worſhip in public Aſſemblies) there is no Religion 
preſerved, we muſt, I verily think, abide no longer 
by the Goſpel-Rule, but judge both Men and 
Things hereafter not by their Fruits, but by their 
Your Lordſhip, having ſtated this neceſſary and 
eſſential Connexion between the Form of Religion 
and the Thing itſelf, goes on to ſay: And this 
Form frequently occurring, in ſome Inſtance or 
* other of it, will be a frequent Admonition to bad 
Men to repent; and to good Men, to grow better; 
and alſo be a Means of their doing ſo.” pag. 14. 

Hardly, my Lord, if the good Archbiſhop un- 


derſtood the Caſe, who ſays the Goſpel left us free 


{as above] © to the End that the 4% we are tied 
to external Obſervances, the more intent we ſhould 
be upon the ſpiritual and ſubſtantial Parts of Re- 
5< ligion, the conforming ourſelves to the Mind 
and Will of Gop, endeavouring to be like 
« unto Gop, and to have our Souls and Spirits 
engaged in thoſe Duties we perform to him: * 
Which certainly was no good Policy in the Goſpel, 
if the Form and Face of Religion has a Tendency 
to beget a practical Senſe of it upon Mens Hearts: 
* Ibid, | 
and 


* p - _— * 
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Th 
and a greater Tendency in Proportion to the fre- 
quent Occurrence of this Face or Form in ſome In- 
ſtance or other of it; i. e. if in every ſuch Occur- 
rence it is an Admonition to bad Men to repent, &c. 
Bad Men are ſo greatly indiſpoſed to put them- 


ſelves in the Way of ſuch Admonitions, or to apply 


them, whenever and however they occur, that it 
ſeems quite neceſſary they ſhould be tied to them, 
wherever their Operations are ſo promiſing. 

And therefore, if, as Archbiſhop Tillo;/on hath 
ſtated the Caſe, Men are left free as to the Face 
and Form of Religion, the Preſumption ſeems to 
be, that the Face and Form of Religion is either 
wholly void of, or at leaſt much leſs connected 
with the Spirit and Power of it, than your Lord- 
ſhip's Doctrine would make it. 

Nor indeed will it be found, upon Examina- 
tion, that the Archbiſhop hath at all miſrepreſented 
the Goſpel in this Matter. 

From our LORD we learn how apt the religious 
Forms, Doctrines, and Traditions of Men are to 
make the Commandments of GOD of no Effect. 
Matth. xv. 1—21. Mark vii. 1. &c. From St. 
Paul, that Obſervances of this kind had, inſtead 
of forwarding, greatly obſtructed his Miniſtry among 
the Galatians, Chap. iv. 9, 10, 11. and in his Epiſtle 
to the Colaſſians, Chap. ii. 20, 21, 22. The ſame 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of Ordinances after the Commandments 
and Doctrines of Men, as Means and Expedients of 
Men living in the World: that is, living a mere car- 
nal and ſecular Life.“ 


To 


*I am not forgetful that our Divines, in their Controverſy 
with the Diſſenters about Ceremonies, have alledged, that the 
Forms and Ceremonies aboliſh'd or condemned by Chrift and 
bis Apoſtles, were either, 1. Such as were rudimental or ele- 
mentary, and peculiar to the Mojaic Syſtem: or 2. Such as 
were in themſelves idolatrous or at leaſt ſuperſtitions : but if 


it 


[1.9 ] 


To this agrees the Experience of reaſonable Men 
in all Ages and Countries, both before and ſince 


the Promulgation of ChriſtSanity, who have ob- 
ſerved that the Number, Variety, and frequent Occur- 
rence of Forms in Religion have been conſidered 
by the Generality as Commutations or Compoſitions 
for their Vices and Iniquities; as-ſomething ſubſti- 
tuted in lieu of Repentance, and diſpenſing, from 
Time to Time, with the Thing itſelf: And accord- 
ingly, ever ſince the Goſpel hath confirmed this 
Obſervation by its ſuperior Evidence, wiſe, and 
good, and reaſonable Men have complained of the 
Number and Frequency of Forms in Religion, as 
Loads and Incumbrances upon true Chriſtian Edi- 
fication; and not ſeldom intimated that they were 
too often Snares and Traps to the ſecular and ſecure 
Sinner, as well as ſometimes to better Men; teach- 
ing them to depend upon a Virtue, and expect an 
Influence from Forms, which (as they have it not) 
they cannot impart. How things may be altered 
fo, as to make this a /ea/onable Doctrine only at 
certain Times, as your Lordſhip hath thought fit to 
ſuggeſt, pag. 16. we ſhall have occaſion to con- 
ſider when that Paſſage comes to be examined in 


its Courſe. 42 


Your Lordſhip's next Obſervation is, that 
** That, which Men have accounted Religion in 
* the ſeveral Countrics of the World, generally 


it is conſidered what a Variety of Forms are ſpecified in the 
ſeveral Paſſages commonly referred to; as, vain Repetitions, lon 

Prayers, long Garments, waſhing of Cups, conſecrated Gifts, Ob- 
ſervation of Days, Abflinence from Meats, &c. it may not per- 
haps be ſo eaſy to avail ourſelves of this Diſtinction as 
is commonly imagined : For my own part, I have always 
conſidered the Reproof in the Goſpel as extending to mere hu- 
man DoQtrines and Commandments reſpecting Religion in ge- 


neral: if I am wrong (which is very poſſible) I will be 
thankful to him who will ſet me right. | 


B * ſpeak- 


: 
1 


———U—— — 222 


_— — . * 
1 

— — — 
— _ 


—— — 
— — — 


L 8 * — 7 = * 

1 * % 2 

1 „ 1 
« N 

; | | 12 

— h a 
. —»Wr2 
= . - <0. — . 


2 


[10] 
&« ſpeaking, has had a great and conſpicuous Part 
4 in all publick Appearances, and the Face of it been 
% kept up with great Reverence throughout all 
% Ranks from the higheſt to the loweſt; not only 
* upon occaſional Solemnities, but alſo in the 
<« daily Courſe of Behaviour.” 


In giving Inſtances of this, it is remarkable 


that your Lordſhip has only mentioned the ancient 
Pagan, the Mabometan, and the Roman-Catholick 
Religions, wholly omitting the Jewiſh, which un- 
doubtedly had as great and as conſpicuous a Part, as 
well in all publick Appearances as in all ordinary 
Tranſactions, as any of them. Now, had your 
Lordſhip ſpecified, or in the gentleſt Terms re- 
fer'd to the great and conſpicuous Parts of the Moſaic 
Inſtitute, it muſt have immediately occurred to 
the Hearer or the Reader, that theſe great and 
conſpicuous Parts were actually and expreſsly 
aboliſhed by Cbhriſt, and his Diſciples enjoined from 
thenceforward to lay the great Streſs of Religion 
upon worſhipping God in Spirit and in Truth. 
It is true, your Lordſhip, at a convenient Di- 
ſtance, has made mention of the Jets, but in what 
Manner, and with what Propriety, ſhall be conſi- 
dered by and by. 

In the mean Time, my Lord, permit me to 
aſk, what Fellowſhip hath Chriſt with Belial, the 
Turk, or the Pope? Hardly ſo much as he had 
with Mo/es. What Help then can your Lord- 
{ſhip's Argument receive from theſe Inſtances, 
unleſs your Lordſhip could prove that the 
Forms in thele three Syſtems had and have a 
greater Tendency to beget practical Religion in the 
Heart, or were more effectual Admonitions to 
bad Men to repent, or to good Men to grow 
better, than the Forms in other Rituals? How 


the Caſe ſtands in that Reſpect, let us now inquire. 
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In the Heathen World their Superſtition was 
the chief Subject of Statuary, Sculpture, Painting 
and Poetry. It mix'd itſelf with Buſineſs, 
&* civil Forms, domeſtic Entertainments, and 
every Part of common Life.” 

Good My Lord, what is all this to us Chriſti- 
ans? Will any Man ſay to us, Go ye and do like- 
wiſe? Should a Maſquerade in the Hay-Market be 
advertiſed in honour of the Nativity, or a Ball at 
Ranelagh to commemorate the Aſcenſion, what 


would be thought of your Lordſhip's Bench if 


they did not to a Man remonſtrate loudly againſt 
it? A Travellerwould hardly nowadays be deem- 
ed void of Superſtition, even by the moderate 
Papiſts, who ſhould pack up among his Neceſ- 
ſaries a Crucifix or a Madona of exquiſite Sculpture, 
with a Deſign to pay his Devotions to it on ſuch 
Solemnities as might fall out during his Jour- 
ney * ? 

All, therefore, that, Iconceive, your Lorſhip can 
build upon this Fact, is, that though the Rites 
e themſelves were ſuperſtitious, yet might they 
e ſtill have a good Effect in bringing the Thoughts 
© of Religion to Mens Minds, and in being ſub- 
e ſervient to promote the Reality and Power 
« ofit”. To which I would humbly anſwer: 


* Morem mihi habeo, quoquo eam, fimulachrum alicujus Dei in- 
ter libellos conditum geſlare; eique diebus Feſiis Thure & Mero & 
aliguando Victimis ſupplicare; ſays Apuleius, [ Apolog. 

296. Lugd. Bat. 1623] at a Time when Paganiſm had received 
its finiſhing Touches from the refining Platonifts. The learn- 
ed Mr. V arburton has ſuggeſted, on very competent Evi- 
dence, that A4pul:ius's Adverſary was a Chriſtian; this Evidence 
is founded on the remarkable Contraſt between the two Men 
in point of R-werence for Religious Forms ; the Uſe and Value of 
which a whole College of 7e/uits could not ſet forth with 
more Elegance, Pertinence, or Colour of Reaſon, than is done 


in this Apology. 1 That 
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1. That the Reality and Power of Heatheniſm 
was little worth promoting by any Means: and 
what the Philoſophy of tho Times and Countries 
contributed towards the Bettering of the human 
Heart, was founded upon Principles (as I doubt 
not but your Lordſhip very well knows) which 
derive little Honour on the popular Religion 
and Forms of Worſhip. 


2, That I am very credibly informed by the 
Teſtimony of St. Paul and St. Peter, that the 
Heathen Superſtition had no ſuch good Effect. 
The former of theſe Apoſtles, writing to the Ephe- 
fians, ſays that the unconverted Gentiles walked 
in the Vanity of their Minds, having the Underſtand- 
ing darkened, being alienated from the LITE or 
Gop, through the Ignorance that was in them, be- 
cauſe of - the Blindneſs of their Heart: and that being 
paſt feeling, they gave themſelves over unto Laſcivi- 
ouſneſs, to work all Uncleanneſs with Greedineſs. 
Chap. iv. 17, 18, 19. 

And leſt it ſhould be thought that he/e Gentiles 
might be no regular Obſervers of Forms, the ſame 
Apoſtle, ſpeaking of other Gentiles who were carried 
away unto dumb Idols, even as they were led (that 
is to ſay, who were undec all the Influence of Ida- 
latry, and conſequently Parties in all the Forms 
and Superſtitions of it) ſays of them, that they 
were Formcators, Adulterers, Effeminate, Abuſers of 
themſelves with Mankind, Thieves, Covetous, Drunk- 
ards , Revilers, Extortioners. 1 Cor xii. 2. and 
Chap. vi. 9, 10, 11, | 


The Time paſt of our Life, ſays St. Peter, may 


Suffice us to have wrought the Will of the Gentiles, 


when * we walked in Laſciviouſneſs, Luſts, Exceſs of 


There is no Reaſon for tranſlating this Paſſage by, we wa/k- 
ed; the participle werogtöhtvae no more agrees with ih 
khan with khn: and Peter himſelf never thus walked : and 


Wine, 


{ 13 ] 

Wine, Revellings, Banquetings, and abominable Ip o- 
LATRIES: M herein they think it ſtrange that you 
run not with them to the ſame Exceſs of Riot, 1 Pet. 
Chap. iv. 3, 4- | 

This Teftimony of the Apoſtle Peter is the 
more conſiderable, as it proves that theſe Gentiles 
were not only under no Reſtraints in theſe crimi- 
nal Exceſſes from the Forms of their own Religion, 
but even wondered there ſhould be any other Reli- 
gion, which prohibited the ſame Sort of Licenti- 
ouſneſs: and this was indeed a Reflection that 
would naturally occur to thoſe, who laid ſo much 
Streſs on the Form and Face of what they account- 
ed Religion, as to mix it with Buſineſs, civil Forms, 
Diverſions, &c. So much of the Face and Form 
could have no other Effect but to extinguiſh the 
Spirit and Power of Religion, even where the Prin- 


ciples of it were much better. 


Let us now fee whether what the Mahometans 
account Religion does any more for them.“ They,” 
your Lordſhip obſerves, “ are obliged to ſhort 
<« Devotions five Times between Morning and 
„Evening.“ 

To this Obſervation Iwill take the Liberty to 
ſubjoin a larger Portrait of this People and their 
Religion, drawn by the Hand of a moſt elegant, 
candid, and ſenſible Writer, and a Clergyman of 
the Church of England. 


«© Their [the Mabometan] Religion is framed to 


tho' the Apoſtle might condeſcend to rank himſelf with thoſe who 
had in ſome Degree wrought the Will of the Gentiles heretofore, 
yet would he herdly charge himſelf with theſe ſpecifical Crimes. 
It would therefore, perhaps, be better to render it indefinitely, 
who have walked: in the Baſil Edition of the Greek Teſtament, 
1543, inſtead of oeropevprvss, it is Wopeuoprvis ; and Curcellæus, 
(perhaps upon better Authority) hath put this among his va- 


rious Readings, If this latter is the true rcading, the Walking 
is limited to the Gentiles only. 
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[ 14 ] 
keep up great outward Gravity and Solemnity, 
without begetting the leaſt Tincture of Wiſdom 
or Virtue in the Mind. You ſhall have them 
at their Hours of Prayer (which are four a Day 
always) addreſſing themſelves to their Devotions 
with the moſt ſolemn and critical Waſhings, 
always in the moſt public Places, where moſt 
People are paſſing; with moſt lowly and moſt 
regular Proſtrations, and a hollow Tone; which 
are amongſt them the great Excellencies of 
Prayer. 1 have ſeen them, in an affected Cha- 
rity, give Money to Bird-Catchers (who make 
a Trade of it) to reſtore the poor Captives to 
their natural Liberty; and at the ſame Time 
hold their own Slaves in the heavieſt Bondage. 
And at other Times they will buy Fleſh to relieve 
indigent Dogs and Cats: andyet curſe you with 
Famine and Peſtilence, and all the moſt hideous 
Execrations, in which way theſe Eaſtern Na- 
tions have certainly the molt exquiſite Rhetorick 
of any People upon Earth. They know hardly 
any Pleaſure but that of the ſixth Senſe. And 
yet with all this, they are incredibly conceited 
of their own Religion, and contemptuous of 
that of others: which Itake to be the great Arti- 
fice of the Devil tokeep them his own. They are 

a perfect viſible Comment upon our Bleſſed Lord's 
Deſcription of the Jewiſh Phariſees. In a Word, 


Luſt, Arrogance, Covetouſneſs, and the moſt ex- 


quiſite Hypocriſy complete their Character. The 
only Thing that ever I could obſerve to com- 
mend in them, is the outward Decency of their 
Carriage, the profound Reſpect they pay to Re- 
ligion and toevery thing relating to it, and their 
great Temperance and Frugality “. For which 


* Mr. Maundrel's firſt Letter to Mr. O/born of Exeter College, 
at the End of his Journey from Alen to Jeruſalem. | 


Two 
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two moral Virtues the Hiſtorian may probably be 


thought to have ſufficiently accounted, without 


having Recourſe to the Influence of their Reli- 
gious Forms. | 

Here, . My Lord, we ſeem to have every Thing 
requiſite to the Efficacy of Forms; here is great 
Gravity and Solemnity of Appearance, Conſtancy 
and Regularity of Performance, Frequency of Oc- 
currence, with a Mixture of Religion in mo, if not 
all, Parts of common Lite, and what is the Conſe- 
quence? Not the leaſt Tincture of Wiſdom or 
Virtue begot in the Mind; an affected Charity, in- 
deed, for Birds and Beaſts, but the extremeſt Cru- 
elty to the human Kind ; a decent Reſpect for 
their own Religion, but a petulant Contempt for 
every Religion but their own ; and horrid Execra- 
tions denounced upon thoſe who profeſs any other. 
The Hearts of theſe Men, ſo lowly, ſo ſolemn, ſo 
punctual and fo critical in their Devotions, are ſtill 
the Receptacles of Luft, Arrogance, Avarice, and 
the moſt exquiſite Hypocriſy. 

From the Turks then your Lordſhip's Argument 
can receive no Aid; perhaps we may ſucceed bet- 
ter among the Roman Catholicks.--- In Roman- 
Catholick Countries, People cannot paſs a 
„Day without having RELicion recalled to 
«© their Thoughts by ſome or other Memorial 
of it; by ſome Ceremony or publick RELI- 
* cious Fox occurring in their Way: beſides 
their frequent Holidays, the ſhort Prayers they 


are daily called to, and the occaſional Devoti- 


ons enjoined by Confeſſors.“ 

This, My Lord, is the Paſſage, which (taken along 
with your Lordſhip's Poſitions above laid down) 
may well give Occaſion of Triumph to the Papiſts, 
and of Grief and Reſentment to all good Chriſtians 
and true Proteſtants; For if true Religion _— 

e 


[16] 

be. preſerved among Men without Forms; and if 
the frequent Occurrence of Forms in ſome Inſtance or. 
other, afford ſo many Admonitions to bad Men to re- 
pent, and to good Men to grow better, the Conſequence 
muſt be, that the Romiſb Religion, having more 
of theſe Inſtances and more frequent Occurrences of 
Forms, 1s better than other Religions, which have 
fewer of theſe Inſtances and Occurrences, LHR 

Nor is any thing ſaved by the Intervention of 
the Pagans, and Turks, as if your Lordſhip in- 
tended we ſhould make no other Uſe of the Roman 
Catholicks than of the other two; what your Lord- 
ſhip had called Superſtition in the former, becomes, 
in this Period, RELIGION, and RELicious 
Fokus, which the Papiſts pretending, in their 
Syſtem, to connect with Chriftianity, and your 
Lordſhip giving no Hint that this is no more 
than a Pretence, a plain Reader muſt needs take 
this as ſpoken by your Lordſhip. of the Means and 
Memorials of TRUE RELIGION, and will accord- 
ingly conſider theſe as recommended to his Prac- 
tice and Imitation. 

Here it is likely your Lordſhip may remon- 
ſtrate, and ſay, that you have expreſly diſtinguiſh'd 
the Superſtition of the Roman Catholicks from theit 
Religion in the very next Words. The Words are 
theſe. «© By THESE MEANS 1. e. by theſe Me- 
morials, Ceremonies, public Religious . Forms, 
frequent Holidays, ſhort Prayers and Devotions 
enjoined by Confeffors] * their Superſtition ſinks 
deep into the Minds of the People, and [by 
„ theſe Means] their Religion alſo into the Minds 
of ſuch among them as are ſerious and well dif- - 
ae.”  .. | 

But if your Lordſhip holds with the Church 
of England, (as I muſt needs believe you do) that 
the Memorials, Ceremonies &c. of Popery. are ſuper- 


ſtitious 


171 
Aitious and fond Things, the Means and the Super- 
ſtition, in that Caſe, are one and the ſame Thing, 
and to be conſidered in this Sentence no otherwiſe 
than as a common and convenient Vehicle of Re- 
ligion, neceſſary to fink it deep into the Minds of 
the Serious and Well-diſpoſed. 

And does your Lordſhip think, if Superſtition be 
once allowed to do this good Service for true 
Religion, that it would not quickly loſe that invi- 
dious. Name, and be call'd (as indeed it would 
well deſerve) by the more reſpectable Appellation of 

neceſſary and important Externals? And then who 
would not lament the Fate and the Folly of un- 
happy England for throwing ſo many of theſe va- 
luable Memorials to the Moles and to the Batts? 
Who would not deplore her Blindneſs in being 
guided by a Rule of Faith and Edification which 
gives her Authority to treat theſe Memorials, and 
every Thing like unto them, in the very Man- 
ner ſhe has done? 

I am not, My Lord, of the Number of thoſe 
who deny to any People their juſt Commendations 
in the regular Practice and reverend Profeſſion of 
their Religion, becauſe it differs from mine. But, 
to ſpeak my Heart's Thoughts, I cannot afford to 
beſtow any more or any other Praiſe upon the Pa- 
Piſts, than juſt what the ingenious Mr. Maundrell 
above-cited hath given to the Turks, viz. That, 
generally ſpeaking, a profound Reſpect is paid by 
them to their own Sort of Religion, and to every thing 
relating to it. But if there is any Tincture of true 
Wiſdom, Virtue, or Piety in the Individuals of that 
Communion (as I truſt there may be a great deal) 
I will be free to ſay, they derive it not either from 
the Genius, or the Modes of PopRRVY, which I hold 
with the great and good Archbiſhop Tillotſon to 
be, in the <ubole Complex of it, a Corruption of 
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[ 18 ] 
te the whole Deſign of Chriſtianity®*.” Whoever 
among them acts according to the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
deſerts, in that Inſtance at leaſt, the genuine Prin- 
ciples of the Church of Rome, which, being ad- 
hered to and followed as far as ſhe would carry 
her Votaries, will leave no Man one moral or 
Chriſtian Principle to act upon; all Faith and 
Duty, as 1s moſt notorious, being reſolved, in that 
Church, under the Pretence of Infallibility, into 
an implicit Belief of, and blind Obedience to the 
Dottrines and Commandments of Men. 
As to, particular Papiſts, whatever their private 
Sentiments or perſonal Diſpoſitions may be, it is 
well known, they muſt no longer continue to con- 
duct themſelves by theſe, than Holy Church for- 
bears to call them to her Service on ſome particu- 
lar Emergency when that happens, all private Obli- 
gations of Juſtice and Mercy muſt at once eva- 
porate. Of this that unhappy Prince James II. has 
been given as an Example by more than one of our 
Hiſtorians. * And if to this there is one Exception 
in the whole Range of Popery, if there is a Man, 
who, at the Hazard of the Cenſures of his Church, 
will venture to do Juſtice or ſhew Mercy to a Pro- 
teſtant, upon the true Chriſtian Principle of diſin- 
tereſted Charity, 1 will open my Arms to embrace 
him as a Brother, and require no other Proof that 
he is no more a Papiſt than the Mufti of Aleppo. 
It would be well indeed for Popery if it could 
ftand a fair Trial with Mabometiſmm. The Muſul- 
man is clear of Idolatry in his Worſhip, and is ſo 
tar honeſt in his religious Malice, as he has the 
Precept and Example of his Prophet for propagat- 
ing his Religion by Fire and Sword, and for treat- 
ing all thoſe with Execration who do not conform 
to it; but hat Name is bad enough for thoſe who 
 * Biſhop Bunet's Sermon at his Funeral, page 9. * 
would 
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would fix theſe infamous Characters and Princi- 
ples on the meek and benevolent Jeſus, the gra- 
cious Saviour of the World, who came into it to 
ſeek and to ſave that which was loſt, and not to 
deſtroy Men's Lives, but to preſerve them, whether 
they would receive him or not? ? 

The excellent Prelate ſo often quoted, and who 
had ſtudied Popery to the very Entrails, was ſo far 
from your Lordſhip's Opinion that its external 
Forms ſunk Religion deep in Mens Minds, that © he 
thought (as his Right Reverend Elogiſt has in- 
<* formed us) the Idolatry and Superſtition of the 
„ Church of Rome did enervate true Piety and 
„ Morality ; and that their Cruelty was ſuch a 
Contradiction to the Meekneſs of Chriſt, and 
to that Love and Charity which he made the 
Character and Diſtinction of his Diſciples and 
Followers, that he reſolved to ſacrifice every 
Thing, but a good Conſcience, in a Cauſe for 
« which he was reſolved, if it ſhould come to 
« Extremities, to be a Sacrifice himſelf.” _ 

Bur perhaps theſe Opinions, were only Faſhions 
of the Times, ſeaſonable enough for the Days of 
theſe zealous Prelates ; poſſibly we may know bet- 
ter, and have ſomeReaſon to believe that Popery is 
become a tame and peaceable *, as well as an edify- 


C 2 ing 


* So Mr. Worthington, Eſſay on the Scheme and Conduct, &c. 
ef Man's Redemption, p. 156. To the Fact a ſatisfactory An- 
wer has been given, in a ſmall Piece intituled, The true 
Spirit of Popery diſplayed,” printed 1746; and another 


more at length, in a Pamphlet printed the ſame Year, vi. 


Popery always the Same“. But here it may be proper ta 
rectify a ſmall Miſtake in the firſt Page of the former of theſe 
Pieces. The excellent Author of the Confiderations on the 
State of the World, &c. there cited, has indeed expreſſed his 
Hopes, that the cruel Spirit both of Popery and Mabometiim 
may be abated; and for the Ground of theſe Hopes with reſ- 
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ing Superſtition, Believe it who will for me, I 
ſhall ſtill continue to make it a Petition in my dai- 
ly Prayers, that neither we nor our Poſterity.may 
have Occaſion to try. 
_ Here it may be ſaid that the Zdification is not 
por to the Account of Superſtition, by your 

ordſhip, but ſimply to the Number and Frequency 
of theſe Memorials. If this is your Lordſhip's 
Meaning, I humbly apprehend it ſhould have been 
differently expreſſed; and ſome Inſtance given of 
a religious Syſtem with an equal Number and Va- 
riety of Rites which are void of Superſtition ; but 
ſuch an Inftance, I believe, would be hard to find; 
and after all I am afraid that when we want to il- 
luſtrate any thing of this kind, we muſt ſtill bring 
our Examples from Roman-Catholick Countries“. 

And therefore, todo as much Juſtice to this Plea 
as may be, let us aſk, how comes it that theſe 
Memorials are ſo numerous and freguent in Ro- 
man-Catholick Countries? The plain Reaſon of 
which appears to be the frequent and numerous 
Swarms of Eccleſiaſticks in theſe Countries, who 
would have nothing to do if they were not thus 
employed, and (what would be worſe to them than 


pett to the Papiſis he cites Mr. Worthington, as above, and, 
with reſpe&t to the Mahometans, Salr's Notes on the Koran ; 
and cently is no farther anſwerable for the Facts than 
theſe Authorities will ſupport them. For the reſt, this honeſt 
and worthy Writer, not attending to Doctor Law's Context 
aud Reference, has put Mr. Worthingtor's Words into the Mouth 
of Mr. Sale, who is only an Evidence for the Mabometans, 
and a better, I doubt, than the Papiſls have to produce. 

* Ore Inſtance of this we have indeed in our own: Country 
exhibited in Deacon Catechiſms ; but this Performance having 
in it “ rather more Foppery and Superſtition, than is to be 
* found in the Pop; Ritual,” will not help in the preſent 
Exigency. They who defire to ſee an Abridgment of this 
Work, may find a very uſeful one in Dr. Middleton's Preface 
to his Remarks on tue Pamphlets, &c. * 

| that) 
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that) who would have no Pretence to amaſs and 
appropriate to themſelves thoſe ſumptuous Pa- 
laces and large Poſſeſſions they enjoy, if they could 
not perſuade the People that their Function was 
neceſſary to keep up the Senſe of Religion in their 
Minds by this Variety in the Form and Face of it. 
I lay no. Streſs here, My Lord, upon the ſuper- 
ſtitious Nature of the Rites which theſe Men perform. 
Some of their Uſages may beas innocent and as edi- 
fying as ſome of ours; and whether they are or 


no, they have that Reputation, and mult have it 


among thoſe who would edify by them. , 

What I inſiſt upon is, that theſe Memorials could 
not be ſo frequently occurring in ſome Inſtance or other, 
without a ſuitable Number of Men who have no- 
thing elſe to do but to ply the People with them: 
and who are accordingly ſet free for this Purpoſe 
not only from Family-Cares, but from all publick 
Charges beſides. | 155 

Now the Account we have of theſe Men, even 
from ſerious, well diſpoſed and ſenſible Perſons in 
theſe very Countries, is, that a large Majority of 
them are idle and uſeleſs Drones, and too often 
worſe; that they are many of them intolerable In- 
cumbrances on the Liberty and Induſtry of much 
better Men than themſelves ; that they occaſion 
great Inconveniences and Diſorders in private Fa- 
milies, even by the Influence of theſe Memorials; 
and that, upon the whole, the Edification of their 


Miniſtry is in no reaſonable Proportion to the 


Scandal of their Lives. 
Perhaps, My Lord, it might be poſſible to de- 
viſe a Ritual as full of Memorials and Circumſtan- 


tials as the Roman, and which might have nothing - 


of what your Lordſhip may call Superſtition in 
it: But if ftill we muſt have a - proportionable 
Number of Men to diſcharge the Offices preſcrib- 
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ed in it, how ſhall we avoid theſe Grievances, 
occaſioned, as it ſhould ſeem, by a Multitude of 
ſuch Men? The Eccleſiaſtics of the Popiſh 
Church are certainly bound to good Behaviour by 
as ſtrict and ſolemn Oaths, Profeſſions, Subſcrip- 
tions, Vows, and Rules of their ſeveral Orders, 
as it is poſſible to lay upon human Agents. And 
yet, all it ſeems, without the deſired Effect. 
Upon the whole, My Lord, the more I conſi- 
der theſe Inſtances, the leſs am I able to conceive 
for what Purpoſe your Lordſhip referred to them, 
or what practical Uſe (conſiſtent with our Chri- 
ſtian Profeſſion) we can make of them. | 
The Externalsof Paganiſm have no better Name 
ven them in the New Teſtament, than abomina- 
le Idolatries; and from theſe what your Lord- 
ſhip calls the Memorials of Popery, have, the very 
moſt of them, being derived by very compe- 
tent Judges, and in a very legitimate Pedi- 
gree. Theſe then are equally uſeleſs to Us : Were 
they ever ſo full of Edification, the very Caſt and 
Temper of Chriſtianity prohibits the Adoption of 
them; they are the Traditions and Commandments of 
Men; and what can we contrive that will be equi- 
yalent to them in Number and Frequency, which 
will not be liable to the ſame Objection? ins 
The Turtiſo Waſhings and other Circumſtantials 
partake more of the J7eiſb Formality: But this, 
your Lordſhip knows, is gone, never to be recalled 
by Chriſtians. Their Prayers in publick Places, 
and where moit People are paſſing, have a Cen- 
ſure from our Bleſſed Lord, which will for ever 
diſcredit the like Practice among his Diſciples. 
If your Lordſhip only meant in general to ſug- 
geſt that our Religion ſhould have a great and 
conſpicuous Part, as well as theirs, we mult call for 
your Lordſhip's Authority for this, not from _ 
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third or fourth Centuries, bur from the Scriptures. 
If this was required of Chriſtians, it is ſtrange 
that our Lord ſhould promiſe his eſpecial Pre- 
ſence where only Two or THREE were gathered 
together in his Name. If this was to be ordered by 
Councils, Fathers, and Biſhops in Ages poſterior 
to the Apoſtles, why ſhould our Lord lay all the 
Streſs on worſhipping God in Spirit and in Truth, 
1. e. according to the Word of God? John xvii. 17. 
Or why ſhould he direct his Hearers to go and 
learn the Meaning of thoſe Words of God in the 
Prophet, I will have Mercy and not Sacrifice? 
Mat. ix. 13. | 

Again, if a great and conſpicuous Part in Religion 
was neceſſary, why did not the Apoſtles rake the 
Appointment of it upon themſelves, or rather wh 
did they ſay ſo many Things to diſcourage ſuc 
Appointment? To what purpoſe was Stephen's 
Obſervation that the moſt High dwelleth not in Tem- 
ples made with Hands * ? why ſhould St. Paul add 
to this Obſervation, that God is not worſhipped or mi- 
niſtred to with Mens Hands, as though he needed any 
Thing 1? Why ſhould he obſerve that the King- 
dom of God is not Meat and Drink ||, i. e. is of a diffe- 
rent Nature from that Kingdom which food only 
in Meats and Drinks, and divers Waſhings, and cak- 
NAL ORDINANCES IMPOSED until the Time of RE- 
FORMATIONS? Why ſhould theſe Men ſay all this, 
if after this Time of Reformation, other magni- 
ficent Temples, other conſpicuous Ordinances, other 
ſumptuous Miniſtrations and Services of Mens 
Hands were to be impoſed as neceſſary to preſerve 
Religion among Mankind ? 
The Spirit and Tenor of what Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles taught in this Matter, is not only ſo uni- 


Acts vii. 48. + Chap. xvii. 25. Rom. xiv. 
17. Heb. ix. 10. | 


form 
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form and conſiſtent throughout with the reſt of 
the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, but is ſo fully juſtified 
in Point of Wiſdom by the Product of a Contrat 
Spirit in the Chriſtian Church, as for ever to 
credit that idle Pretence, that the Simplicity of 
Chriſtian Worſhip, enjoinedand implied in the Goſ- 
pel, was only accommodated to the Beginnings of 
itz to the Times of Poverty and Diſtreſs. Was 
it not as eaſy tor the Apoſtles to have provided 
for beiter Times, if other Proviſions were neceſſary 
for other Times? Did they not foreſee what the 
Exigencies of future Times would be? Have not 
the Apoſtles ſaid every thing that may point out 
the Spirit, the Ordinances, the Corruptions, the Cru- 
elty of the Church of Rome, and even the very In- 
Poſtor at the Head of it? And can any one doubt 
but they would have precluded all this, and regu- 
| lated the Plan of the Chriſtian Church by a preciſe 
and authentick Ritual, if more of this kind had been 
either neceſſary or expedient than what they have 
left behind them in their Epiſtles? 

Alas, My Lord, they — by too ſorrowful Ex- 
perience the ſad Effects of the Pride and Hypro- 
criſy in which an Attachment to and Reverence 
for conſpicuous Externals had ended; they had ſuffici- 
ent Warning from their heavenly Maſter, and were 
not without a Meaſure of Sagacity themſelves to diſ- 
cover, that the like Cauſes would always have the 
like Effects; and were not likely to ſet Religion 
once more upon a Bottom which had ſo miſerably 
failed. It is too evident, I doubt, for the Juſtifi- 
cation of theſe latter Ages, that they never thought 
of this great and conſpicuous Superſtructure, as in 
the leaſt expedient for, or even void of Miſchief to 
the Chriſtian Church; and if their Succeſſors had 
contented themſelyes to have enjoyed and left it 
in its original Simplicity, there would, I am per- 


ſuaded, 


. 
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ſuaded, by this Time have been both more Chri- 
ſtians in the World, and better ſorts of them, than 
our later Eccle/iaſtical Polities have produced. 

And now, My Lord, after ſo much ſuggeſted 
by your Lordſhip in favour of the Roman Catbo- 
lick Religion, it was natural to expect your Lord- 
ſhip, in ſpeaking of our Reformation, ſhould throw 
the Balance pretty ſtrongly in favour of that, by 
a full and conciſe Repreſentation of the Errors 
and Corruptions which gave occaſion to it: 
What your Lordſhip has thought fit to ſay on 
that Head is, that our Reformers conſidering 
that ſome of theſe Obſervances were in them- 
„ ſelves wrong and ſuperſtitious, and others of them 
made ſubſervient to the Purpoſes of Superſtition, 
4 aboliſhed them“. 
Why truly, My Lord, his is no good Report that 
we hear of theſe things, but neither is it a very bad 
one. There may be ſome room to doubt, whe- 
ther it be quite bad enough to bear our Reformers 
out in this Abolition, eſpecially of thoſe things which 
only might be made ſubſervient to the Purpoſes of 
Superſtition; for theſe very Obſervances themſelves 
being in their Turn ſubſervient to the Purpoſes of 
true Religion, it might be aſked, who made 
our Reformers Judges in ſo critical a Caſe? If 
the Obſervances of Popery were really means of 
ſinking Religion deep in the Minds of ſerious and 


well-diſpoſed Perſons, was it a ſufficient Cauſe to 


ſeparate a whole Nation from the Church in Poſ- 
ſeſſion, that ſome of theſe Obſervances were eſteemed 
byourReformers to be ſuperſtitious? Is the Church 
of England herſelf contented with this Meafure 
from the Diſſenters, who have over and over ob- 
jected to ſome of our Obſervances in Words full 
as ſtrong as theſe of your Lordſhip? And how 
have they been anſwered? Why, we ſay, that 
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admit this to be the Caſe, viz. that ſome of 
<« our Ceremonies or Obſervances are wrong and 
c ſuperſtitious.” yet is not this a ſufficient Cauſe 
of Separation; ſuch a Cauſe as will acquit them 
of the Guilt of Schiſm, unleſs they can alſo prove 
theſe Obſervances to be /inful; which, I trow, it 
will be hard to prove of any Thing which is a 
means of promoting true Religion. 

An ingenious Gentleman, and one, who, if I 

miſtake not, has full as much Reſpect for External 
Forms as they deſerve, ſeems to me to have put 
this Affair upon a very different footing, in ſome 
Conſiderations of a later Date than your Lordſhip's 
Charge. 
Indeed,“ ſays he, if Idolatry was to be now 
rooted” out as it was in the Reign of Edward 
« I. and an innumerable Multitude of other 
* Corruptions, and thoſe of the moſt heinous 
“ Nature, to be removed, or. reformed, the 
Secular Powers, in caſe the Clergy could 
not be perſuaded to examine their own. State, 
would be excuſable, and ſomething more than 
excuſable, in doing it for them, and in reſcuing 
Religion from ſuch Abominations, even in op- 
poſition, not only to the Majority, but to the 
* whole Body of the Clergy +.” 

This is honourable to, and a full Juſtification 
of our Reformers. Inſtead of ſome wrong and ſuper- 
ſtitious Obſervances, and others ſubſervient to the 
Purpoſes of Superſtition, there were, it ſeems, Ido- 
latry and an innumerable Multitude of other Corrup- 
tions and Abominations of the moſt heinous Nature 
to be rooted out; which, ſurely, was enough in all 
Conſcience to juſtify a Reformation by the Inter- 
poſition of any Claſs of Men. 


+ Free and impartial Conſiderations on the Free and candid 
Diſquiſitions, pag. 4. | 
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But now, My Lord, on the Suppoſition that 
your Lordſhip has told us the whole Truth, how 
will this Gentleman come at his Concluſion ? If 
the Obſervances of Popery were barely wrong, 
ſuperſtitious, or tending that Way, I greatly ſuſpect 
this Confiderer would have thought the ſecular 
Powers a little premature in their Interpoſition, 
ſince he ſeems to be pretty clear that our ſecular 
Reformers are only to be juſtified on the Suppo- 
ſition that Things were in the Diforder he * 
repreſented. 

On the other Hand, My Lord, this Gentle- 
man's Premiſſes will equally diſtreſs your Lord- 
ſhip in their Turn; for if the Memorials and Ob- 
ſervances of Popery are no better than Holatries, 
Corruptions, and Abominations of the moſt beinous 
Nature, by what kind of Operation will they be- 
come the Means of making Religion, as diſtin- 
guiſhed from Superſtition, ſink deep into the 
Minds of the Serious and Well-diſpoſed? Your 
Lordſhip goes on : 

„Our Retormers (having aboliſhed the Ob- 
ſervances before mentioned) reduced the Form 
of Religion to great Simplicity, and injoined 
no more particular Rules, nor left any Thing 
more of what was external in Religion, than was, 
in a Manner, neceſſary to preſerve a Senſe of 

Religion itſelf upon the Minds of the People.“ 

Not quite /o many Rules or Externals, I ſhould 
think, it what goes before and what follows be 
true: But to let that paſs as none of my Buſineſs ; 
your Lordſhip by this Account of our Rules and 

Externals ſeems to bear extremely hard on great 

Numbers of ſerious and, to all Appearance, well- 

diſpoſed Perſons. | 

Your Lordſhip has been reminded above 
of a People, proteſſing Chriſtianity, called Qua- 
a 2 kers 
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kers*: Beſides theſe, are many thouſands of Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters in this Kingdom: There is too 
the Body of the Scottiſb Nation, and great Numbers 
in Proteſtant Countries and Communions abroad, 
among whom the Form of Religion is reduced to 
much greater Simplicity, who have not ſo many 
particular Rules, and have much leſs of what is ex- 
ternal in Religion, than what was left us by our 
Reformers, nor have they any Thing equivalent to 
many of our Rules and Externals. | 

Shall we ſay of theſe that they have not a Senſe 
of Religion itſelf preſerved upon their Minds ? 
How 1s this to be proved? and who among us 
will undertake it? That is to ſay, who will un- 
dertake to ſhew in what Manner our Rules and Ex- 
ternals are neceſſary to preſerve a Senſe of Religion 
upon the human Mind, which, I ſuppoſe, in reſpect 
of Impreſſions from external Religion, is, in moſt 
of the common People of all Denominations 
framed and ate, pretty much alike ? 

I will not be poſitive what ſome of our high 
Churchmen may have aſſerted and maintain'd in 


It is ſo far out of all or/hodox Rule to allow the Quakers 
to be Chriſtians, that I am right glad, on this Occaſion, to 
borrow a little Authority from a late ſenſible Writer, whoſe 
Judgment no Man will call in Queſtion who has any Tender- 
neſs for his own. The Writer, I mean, is the Reverend Mr. 
Adams, the Author of a late Effay in anſwer to Mr. Hume's 
Eſſay on Miracles. This Mr. Hume, it ſeems, lays Claim to 
the 2zakers as Fellow-Profeſſors with him in the Myſtery of 
Deiſm. To which Mr. Adams anſwers, *© It is certain that 
«« the Quakers profeſs the Belief of Chriſtianity as univerſally 
** as any Set whatſoever. And what Right has the Author 
% [Mr. Hume] to charge a whole Body of Men with ſuch 
** flagrant Infincerity.” Epay pag. 130. In Return for this 
little Aid, and to make {ome Amends for mentioning his 
Name in a Pamphlet whoſe Subject is not of the reſbectable 
Sort, I do hereby give that Gentleman, my poor, but moſt 
hearty and ſincere Thanks for this and every other Paſſage in 
his accurate and unanſwerable Eſſay. bo 


this 
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this Matter of Rules and Externals, becauſe I have 
not all the Books of our very warm Apologiſts at 
Hand: And I know too that ſome of the warmeſt 
of them have been diſclaim'd and given up by 
others who are warm enough themſelves *, Of 
our Externals theſe Defenders have ſaid, that they 
are innocent, ſignificant, and expedient ; conducive, 
and (perhaps ſome of them may have added) ne- 
ceſſary to the bene eſſe of the viſible Church: But 
to make them in any Manner neceſſary to preſerve a 
Senſe of Religion upon the Minds of the People, is a 
Strain of Merit, which, I tancy, very few of our 
higheſt Churchmen have ventured to aſcribe to 
them. 

It ſhould ſeem, however, that our earlier Re- 
formers themſelves had no ſuch Notion of this Uſe 
and Virtue of our Forms and Externals : The re- 
maining Hiſtories of thoſe Times afford us ſuffi- 
cient Proofs that ſome of the beſt and wiſeſt of 
them would not, if they could have help'd it, have 
left us ſo much. And even ſuch of them as la- 
boured the other Way, have left Reaſons of a very 
different Sort from this ſuggeſted by your Lord- 
ſhip. 

- the Convocation of 1 562, it was debated, as 
we are told by Biſhop Burnet, whether the greateſt 
Part of our Feſtivals, the Croſs in Baptiſm, Kneel- 
ing at the Communion, the Surplice, and Organs, 
were to be retained or dropt. And the Queſtion, 
it ſeems, was carried for theſe Externals but by 
one Vote of a Proxy, whoſe Principal, it is pro- 
bable, knew little of the Debate; and of thoſe 


who were preſent the Majority were 9gainſt the 
Rites Þ. 


* So, Montague, Heylin, Thorndik: and Parker are given up 
by Dr. Nichols. Defence, pag. 168, 169. 
+ Hiſt, Reformat. Vol, III. pag. 302, 303. 
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We likewiſe learn from the ſame Right Reverend 
Hiſtorian, that the ſingle Reaſon tor retaining 


theſe Forms, enter'd in the Record of theſe Pro- 


ceedings, is, that ** the laying them aſide, would 
„be contrary to the authorized Book of Com- 
* mon-Prayer.” Whence it appears that even 
they who oppoſed the Abrogation of theſe Things, 
did not ſo immediately think of their Neceſſity to 
preſerve a Senſe of Religion upon the Minds of the 
People, as of the Danger of a Præmunire, of which 
this Convocation ſtood in great Awe, as appears 
by the Poſtſcript ſubjoined to their Subſcription 
ot the XXXIX. Articles “. 

Concerning one of theſe Forms, there is a re- 
markable Paſſage in one of Biſhop Taylor's Books, 
which may help us to conceive the Value put 
upon Things of this Sort by the Church of Eng- 
land herſelt. There is Reaſon to celebrate and 
* honour,” ſays he, the Wiſdom and Prudence 
of the Church of England, which hath in all her 
Offices retained but one Ritual, or Ceremony, 
that is not of divine Ordinance, or Apoſtolical 
« Practice, and that is the Croſs in Baptiſm Þ.” 

Now the Sign of the Croß, ſimply and of itſelf, 
that is to ſay, without ſome Explanation, can, I 
ſhould think, convey or preſerve no Senſe of any 
Thing upon the Mind; and accordingly the Church 
informs us that this Sign of the Croſs is made © in 
* Token that the Perſon baptized ſhall not be 
* aſhamed to confeſs the Faith of Chriſt cruci- 
„ fied” &c. and indeed it muſt be own'd, that if 
it is an effectual Token of this, the Senſe of Re- 
ligion to be preſerved by it is very important. 

And yet, ſtrange to hear, the Church herſelf 
declares that without doubt a Child baptiſed 

* Bennet's Eſſay, pag. 198. 

+ Ductor Dubitantium, pag. 668. 

&« without 
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« without it is lawiully and ſufficiently baptized.” 
So that there is no Neceſſity, we ſee, for this Form 
to preſerve the Senſe of any Thing. 

I do not pretend to underſtand Biſhop Taylor's 

Suggeſtion that al the reſt of our Rituals or Cere- 
monies are either of Divine Ordinance or Apoſtolical 
Practice: But however that may be, there is one 
even of 7beſe, that, it ſhould ſeem, the Church has 
leſs Value for ſtill, or lays, at leaſt, leſs Streſs 
upon it. 
For tho' the Surplice is often mentioned in our 
Ritual, on ſome Occaſion or other, yet are we 
on none of theſe Occaſions told of what the Sur- 
plice is typical or ſignificative; and Dr. Nichols is 
extremely angry with the Puritans for pretending 
that this Garment is uſed by the Church in Token 
of Purity of Life, ** becauſe, ſays he, it is a Thing 
«« which ſhe never once mentions*;” and ſo leaves 
the Peoplato gather any or no Senſe of Religion 
from this Form, as they think fit. 

But is then the Senſe of Religion preſerved upon 
the Minds of the People by theſe Rules and Ex- 
ternals ? Nothing like it. A great Part of this 
is neglected by the Generality among us: For 
„ Inſtance the Service of the Church not only 
«© upon common Days, but alſo upon Saints Days; 
and ſeveral other Things might be mentioned.” 
Pag. 15. 

Was I not in the right, My Lord, to conjec- 
ture that our Reformers might leave us not ſo many 
Rules or Externals as are neceſſary *? How ſhould 
our People have fallen into this deplorable Neglect, 
it theſe Means, Memorials or Admonitions had been 
ſufficiently /requent ? 

Permit me however to obſerve that your Lord- 
ſhip and the ingenious Author of the Ccnfederations 

* Defence. pag. 293. 

above- 
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above-cited, are not at all better agreed about his 
Fact, than the other concerning the Popiſh Errors 
diſcarded by our Reformers. | 

This Gentleman having noted that a Party in 
the Nation [meaning the Diſſenters] have all along 
had ſome Exceptions to our publick Service ; 
goes on to ſay, But then there is another Party 
« [the Members of the Church] far more conſi- 
« derable than they, who, in general, are not only 
e ſatisfied with, but even FoxnD oF our preſent 
« Liturgy and Conſtitution F.“ How is this 
to be reconciled ? can it be ſaid that our People 
in general are fond of what the Generality of them - 
neglett ? 

Here again too, My Lord, your Lordſhip and 
this Gentleman, by adopting each other's Premiſ- 
ſes, muſt loſe your ſeveral Conclufions : Your 
Lordſhip thinks it © highly ſeaſonable to inſtruct 
e the People in the Importance of external Religion.” 

More leaſonable ! how, upon Account of this 
Neglect? But why fo, if this Gentleman's later 
Intelligence be true, v/z. that the People are really 


fond of our Externals already ? 


On the other Hand, if the Service of the Church is 
neglected by the Generality among us, it certainly 
cannot be ſo very dangerous to make Alterations in 
it as this Gentleman would have us believe. 

However, My Lord, I am ready to cloſe with 
your Lordſhip in this Repreſentation, rather than 
the Confiderer ; and upon Occaſion of your Lord- 
ſhip's mentioning the People's Negzle# of the Ser- 
vice of the Church upon Saints Days, I will trouble 
your Lordſhip with an Obſervation of my own, 


tending to illuſtrate the Value of external Reli- 
gion. 


Free and impartial Conſiderations. pag. 6, 


Our 


(28 1 


Our common People, it is true, pay little reli- 1 
gious Regard to the Feaſts of All Angels or All Saints, 14 
but yet I have obſerved them to celebrate ſome of . 
our Proteſtant Feſtivals, as well as ſome others of 
Popiſh Extraction, particularly Shrovetide, with the 
ſeveral Solemnities of Horſe-racing, Bull- baiting, 
Cock-fighting, &c. and with all the Ceremonies of 
Drinking, Gaming, Swearing, and Lewdneſs incident 
* _ inſeparable from, Entertainments of that 

ind. 

Among our politer Parties, indeed, Pleaſure is 
the Employment of every Day ; and they are free 
enough from Superſtition in zhis Article to eſteem 


every Day alike : Whereas the Vulgar always take * q 
the Advantage of the Church's Appointment tor their 1 
Times of Idleneſs and Revelling; and I know, at 1 
this Hour, ſeveral very worthy and very zealous 'M 
Members of the Church of England, who ſcruple 1 
not to affirm, that the riotous and licentious Paſ- 1 
times of Chriſtmaſs, Eaſter and M hit ſuntide contribute +; 
more to corrupt the Minds and debauch the Morals it. 
of our common People, than any other aſſignable if 
Cauſe whatever. It this be true, it were certainly 1 
more for the Credit of our common Chriſtianity 4 
that the Feſtivals ſhould be expunged from our 7 


Books and Calendars, than that theſe brutal, pa- YN 
ganiſh, profane, and therefore wicked Paſtimes and 
Diſorders ſhould claim any Alliance, or have any 
Connexion with the ſolemn Commemorations of 4 
the Birth and Reſurrection of the ſpotleſs and un- * 
defiled Saviour of the World. | 


= 
1 _ - 
= 2 — 
1 2 


Upon what Grounds the Apoſtolick Authority 4 
for ſuch Forms is alledged, may be judged in Part 0 
from the Tenor of the Scriptures above-quoted, as 4 
well as from others, teſtifying the Diſpoſition of 38 
St. Paul towards occaſional Solemnities of that -_ 
Kind. 48 
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And there is the ſtronger Preſumption that they 


have no ſuch Authority, in that we ſeldom or ne- 
ver find them enjoined, but we find them alſo in 
Company with large. Indulgences to the carnal 
Man; as if the more conſpicuous Externals in Reli- 
gion could not ſubſiſt without the Aid of the ſen- 
tual Appetite. | 
hs, as your Lordſhip has obſerved, © the Ex- 
e ternals of Paganiſm mixed themſelves with the 
* Diverſions of thoſe Days.” In Popiſh Countries, 
the People are politically enough prepared for and 
reconciled to the Formalities of Lent, by the Li- 
centiouſneſs of a preceding Carnival. Nor have 
we of the + reformed Church of England been en- 
tirely free from this wretched Policy. It was once 
the Humour of our great Churchmen to magnify 
Externals, and to render them as conſpicuous as they 
could on all Occaſions: The Nation at that Time 
was not univerſally diſpoſed to come into this ; 
and ſome Men of Reputation enough ſer them- 
{elves to oppoſe it: In this Exigency of her Affairs 
the Church bethought herſelf of purchaſing the 
Favour of the People by a Book of Sports: And 
how. far that may have contributed in its Day, 
to perpetuate the FHeſt;vitzes of theſe ſolemn Times, 
and to wear out the religious Uſe of them, may be 
worth the Inquiry of thoſe whom it concerns. 
Your Lordſhip proceeds : * Thus they [ the 


People] have no cuſtomary Admonition, no 


„ .publick Call to recolle& the Thoughts of God 
and Religion from one Sunday to another.“ 


And why have they not, My Lord? There is 


a a moſt expreſs Law for it. All Prieſts and 


+ © The Chriſtian World is now divided into the Reformed 


« and Unref5rmed: or RATHER into thoſe who ARE NOT 


and thoſe who are Members of the Church of Rome.” Mr, 


Fortin. 


, Deacons 


135 1 


« Deacons are to ſay daily the Morning and 
Evening Prayer, either privately or openly, not 
„ being let by Sickness or ſome other vRGENT 
« Cauſe. And the Curate that miniſtreth in every 
« Pariſh Church or Chapel, being at home, and 
* not _ otherwiſe reaſonably hindered, ſhall 
„ ſay the {ame in the Pariſh Church or Chapel 
« where he miniſtreth, and ſhall cauſe a Bell to 
be tolled thereunto a convenient Time before 
he begin, that the People may come to hear 
God's Word, and to pray with him.“ 

It is not then the Fault of the People, if they 
have not a cuſtomary Admonition or public Call from 
one Sunday to another: The Curate in am Pariſh 
cannot be reaſonably hindered every one of the fix 
intermediate Days, and every Week in the Year. 
And yet we are told by a Gentleman who ſeems 
to have taken ſome Pains to be informed, © that 
46 in ten thouſand Churches there are not five 
4 hundred where a Bell ever tolls, or where Morn- 
ing and Evening Prayer are faid upon a Meet. 
« day throughout the Lear.“ 

This Gentleman's Account of this Neglect ſeems 
to be ſo reaſonable and probable, and at the ſame 
Time ſo different from what your Lordſhip has 
ſuggeſted, that I will take the Liberty to give it 


- = 
- 
= 
- 
” 
. 
iD 
: : 
©» 
4 2 
. 
LS 
4 
: 
» 
T7. 
y 4 
* 
1 
1 * 
* 
| 
= 
A } 
x, 
- 
* 
* L 
i I \ 
X08 
_ 
: , 
_- 
1 3 
= - 
1 
= 
= 
: 
: Is 
„ 
>; 

- 4 
= 9 
3 

N 
9 
Þ 
74 43 o 
4 0 
* 
. 
1 
4 Fs 
„ * 
63 * 
_ 
o 
n 4 
{ ? 
= 1 4 
L 1 
8 
2 
.* F 
- 
* 
F I 
Fa 
: 
a). 
Fo. 
a 
, 
1 
1 — 
2 
* 
= 
IF 
1h 


WT” 
: — hs a 
— Re. 
ä — 


at length: a 
«© To what End,” ſays he, „was ſuch an Ap- I 
% pointment ſet down in the Book of Common- Hi 


Prayer? Did our Mother the Church vainly 
e boaſt of her own Piety, or pretend to a Form $i 
, Godlineſs, without the Power thereof? No, truly, 1. 
„% the Mother meant well; but her Sons and 
«© Daughters are to blame. Like People, like 
„ Priett. But indeed, were the Clergy never ſo 


* Virtue Revived, or Britain's Fall protracted, &c. by a 
Pluraliſt. Printed for Oſwald, 1747. pag. 4+ 
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willing to diſcharge their Duty in this Reſpect, 
not many are the Places where they can have 
any Sort of Congregation to join with them. 
But is not the Length of the Service the unhap- 
* py Occaſion of this Neglect? Would not the 
„People's Attendance upon the publick Worſhip 
take up too much of their Time, and too greatly 

interfere with their ſecular Affairs? Does it not 
cauſe a Wearineſs, and become tedious to delicate 
Ears? Is not the Cold ſometimes fo piercing, 
as to make it painful to tender Conſtitutions, to 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


be fo long detained from the Fire, eſpecially to 
«+ hear Pſalms and Chapters they can almoſt ſay 


„ by Roter?“ | 
Your Lordſhip ſees that this Gentleman is of 


Opinion that there is 4% much of our Externals, 


and that great Inconveniences ariſe from the Length 
of our Service, to thoſe who ſhould edify by it; 
and to this alſo agrees the Author of the Conſidera- 


tions before- mentioned. What then muſt we 


think would be the Caſe if thoſe Memorials were 
as frequent as in Romgn-Catholick Countries? — 
Our Author goes on : 

* Then again the Clergy have Journeys and 
6 Viſits to make, are idle, are not devout, have 
e their Diverſions, do not reſide upon their Cures, 
e are hindered, ſometimes reaſonably, oftener with- 


* out Reaſon. So that, by general Conſent of 


+ To theſe Reaſons for this common Neglect may be added 
another, wiz, the aukward Times of ſaying Morning and 
Evening Prayer in moſt Places: Ten or Eleven o' Clock in the 
Forenoon, and Two, Three or Four in the Afternoon, the Time 
when Tradeſmen and Mechanicks are in the very Throng of 


their honeſt Labour. 


* © You are not indeed ſingular in your Opinion of the pe 
« great Length of our Service. And to tell you the Truth, my 


on Sentiments upon this Head are pretty concordant with 


* 


« yours.” Fr, and Imp. Canſideratians, pag. 41. 
„both 


[ 37 ] 


„ both Prieſt and People, as to any outward or 
e publick Acknowledgment of a Deity for ſix 
Pays out of ſeven, a Foreigner, that ſhould 
„ make his Abode with us only tor fix Days, 
„ might have Reaſons to doubt, in the greateſt 
« Part of England, whether the Inhabitants of that 
happy Iſland did, in Truth, believe the Exiſt- 
* ence of that Gracious and Almighty Being.” 

Now, My Lord, which Way ſoever we conſi- 
der this compounded Cauſe of Neglect, we cannot 
avoid the Queſtion, By whom is it to be redreſs'd? 
It the Fault be in the Body of the Clergy, by 
whom are they to be reformed ? It in the Nature 
and Frame of our preſent Forms, by whom are 
theſe to be amended ? 

So far indeed as the Clergy are Acceſſaries to this 
Neglect, it is extremely right in your Lordſhi 
to lay it before them. But what would your Lord- 
ſhip have the Clergy to do or ſay in this Caſe? Let 
them inſiſt as long and as loudly as ever they will 
on the Importance of external Religion, J am per- 
ſuaded, their Rhetorick and their Arguments will 
be in vain, whilſt the People find themſelves in- 
commoded by the preſent State of their own Exter- 
nals: They will appeal to the reaſonable and merci- 
ful Deſign of the Goſpel, and plead their Chriſtian 
Liberty againſt all human Ordinances which not 
only edify not, but are even burdenſome : And 
they will have Reaſon. 

We are now arrived at your Lordſhip's Account 
of the Importance of external! Religion, as grounded 
on the Scriptures. 

Betore I could procure a Sight of your Lord- 
ſhip's printed Charge, a Friend who had ſeen it, 
or heard it read (I forget which) had given me 
a general but pretty juſt Account of this Part of 
it, concerning the Importance of external Religion; 


which 


— — I 4 
= — of A 
— „ : 


* 
- _ 
- - 
wet * A * - 74 2 
BY YI 88 * 7 = Fw . 
= 


381 
which ſer me upon amuſing myſelf with Conjee- 
tures by what kind of Goſpel Authority your Lord- 
ſhip would revive the Credit of a Doctrine, which, 
of late Years, had not had many Abettors among 
Proteſtants. 

I had often thought with myſelf that the Church 
of England had been more preſſed upon this Mat- 
ter of Externals in her Controverſy with the Diſ- 
ſenters, than upon any other Article : And I can- 
not ſay, that the Anſwers given by our Apologiſts 
have convinced me that our Adherence to ſome 


ſpecifical Rites in our Church, in a Sort of Con- 


tempt of the good Effects which might be hoped. 
for from dropping them, is very editying or very 
laudablle. 

Our Church claims a Power of decreeing Rites 
and Ceremonies in her twentieth Article, with- 
out exhibiting her ſcriptural Warrant for it in any 
Copies of theſe Articles publiſhed by Authority, 
that I know of; unleſs the Vice-Chancellor of 
Oxford's Imprimatur may be allowed to give a pu- 


blick Sanction to Mr. Welchmar's Edition of them. 


Mr. Rogers“ s Book indeed carries in its Front a 
Pretence to the lawful Authority of the Church of 
England; but as there is no Evidence what that 
Authority was, or how obtained, there is Room 
to doubt; beſides, Rogers, in explaining the Au- 
thority of the Church with reſpect to Controver/ies 


f Faith, ſays that this Authority is given to the 
Church, and to EveRYy MEMBER OF SOUND 


JupDGMENT in the ſame“, which, I doubt, will 


extend the Freedom of every Member to the Uſage 


of Ceremonies, @ forticr; , contrary to Mr. Welch- 

man's Account, who reſtrains the Authority, in both 
Branches, to thoſe quos penes eft Ecclgſiaſtica Auto 
Yitas. f 

* On the XXth Article, pag. 103. Edit. 1625. 

© Under 


[39] 


Under this Clauſe, concerning Rites and Cere- 
monies, Mr. Welchman has reterr'd to Eſtber ix. 
27, 28. and to John x. 22, 23.* to which Dr. 
Nichols has added 1 Maccab. iv. 56.t 

The Paſſage of Eſher informs us that the Jews, 
in Commemoration of their Deliverance from the 
Slaughter projected by Haman, inſtituted the Feaſt 
Purim [of Lots] and ordained that it ſhould be 
kept and remembered by the whole People of the 
Jews at an appointed Time of the Year.— The 
Dedication of the Altar by Judas and his Bretheren, 
and the Ordinance for celebrating that Incident 
from Year to Year, is a Fact of the ſame Sort, and 
the Inference commonly drawn from theſe Hiſto- 
ries is, that the 7ewiſb had, and conſequently the 
Chriſtian Church has, the Authority ſpoken of in 
the Article. 

But I very much queſtion the Solidity of this 
Reaſoning ; for when it is conſider'd that the for- 
mer of theſe Feaſts was appointed by E/ther and 
Mordecai only, it ſhould ſeem that the 7eiſb Church 
had about as much to do in this Aﬀair as our 
Church has in the Appointment of our State- 
Holidays of Nov. gth, May 29th, &c. and how 
much that is, may be ſeen in the ſeveral Acts of 
Parliament relating to thoſe Days, and his Majeſ- 
ty's Orders ſet before the Forms of Prayer ap- 

inted for them. 

In the latter Caſe, Judas and his Bretheren with the 
whole Congregation of Iſrael ordained, &c. v. 59. but 
how far our Divines, and particularly Mr. Welch- 
man, would admit either of theſe to be the Senſe 
in which the Word Church is to be taken in the 
20th Article, I cannot take upon me to ſay : By 
the Power of the Church | ſays the learned Mr. 


* XXXIX. Articuli Eccleſ. Anglic. pag. 22. 
+ Defence, fag. 307. 
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M bite, one of the lateſt of our Advocates] to 
decree Rites and Ceremonies, is meant a Ri 

in the Paſtors and Governors thereof to ordain 
and appoint ſuch Things, ſo as to make it or- 
&* dinarily the Duty of the People to conform to 
„them“. Which Mr. V bite muſt mean exclu- 
ſively of the Right and Authority of the Civil 
Powers, or he will not get clear of his Adverſaries 
Objection : And it Mr. Mhite will not admit the 
Civil Powers into his Definition of the Church 
which decrees Rites and Ceremonies, much leſs 
will he take into it the whole Congregation, becauſe 
that would be going into the Enemies Quarters 
for good and all. 

Theſe Precedents, therefore, are neither of them 
for our Purpoſe, except they may receive Aid 
from the ſubſidiary Paſſage in John, which, as we 
have it in our Tranſlation, informs us chat Feſus 
was walking in Solomon's Porch at the Time of the 
Feaſt of the Dedication and when it was Winter ; 
and from that Circumſtance our Commentators de- 
termine this to have been the Feaſt inſtituted by 
the Maccabees : for otherwiſe the Fews had divers 
Encema, and the Word X::awy. may pollibly de- 
note only a Storm, as in Afts xxvii. 20. 

Well but what of this? „Why,“ ſays Dr. Ni- 
.chols, this Feaſt was honoured with our Lord's 
„ own Preſence.” How honoured? Did our Lord 
Join in the Celebration of it, or in any Part of it? 
The Context ſays not a Word of that. Our Lord 
honoured the Phariſees with his Preſence ſo far as to 


of Defence of three Letters, pay. 10. | 

+ Dr. Nichol; or his Tranſlator [for he did not live to tranſ- 
late his Book ſo far himſelf, vid. Pierce”s Vindication, Pre- 
face] expreſſes himſelf with more Room.— © They who have 
been at the HN of Ecclefiaſtical Affairs have inſltiruced — 
« Have not we as much Power?” Def. pag. 306. 


eat 


[ 41 ] 

eat with ſome of them: It is great odds but at ſuch a 
Time there might be ſome waſhing of Cups and Plat- 
ters, &c. But will it follow that he did any Honour 
to theſe Traditions by his Preſence ? | 

The plain Truth is, our bleſſed Lord took no 
Exceptions to Times, Places, or Perſons, when, 
where, and among whom he had a Proſpect of do- 
ing good; and I ſhould think that Cauſe not over- 
ſtocked with Merits, which wants to draw his Ap- 
pearance among the Jets, at a Time when great 
Numbers were aſſembled together, into a Prece- 
dent for Chriſtian Conformity to human Rites. 

And this Conſideration will, I apprehend,abate 
the Force of what the pious and learned Biſhop 
Burnet has offered in Behalf of this Clauſe in the 
XXth Article, with reſpect to our Saviour's Con- 
verſation among the Jews, where he has certainly 
ſtrained one Point to favour the Church, and that 
is by applying our Saviour's Obſervation Matth. 
XXii1. 23.—4nd not to have left the others undone, 
to Rites and leſſer Matters in general“. D 

Our bleſſed Lord is there ſpeaking of the Caſe 
of Tything only, and minute and inſignificant as 
thoſe Articles may ſeem to be,about which the Pha- 
riſees and Scribes were ſo exact, yet had they an 
expreſs and poſitive Law for tything them a/l, 
namely, Levit. xxvii. 30. And ALL the Tithe of 
the Land, whether of the Seed of the Land, or of the 
Fruit of the Tree, is the Lord's; it is holy unto the 
Lord. A Caſe ſurely widely different from that of 


- 


Rites and leſſer Matters, of which the Law makes 


no Mention. 
For the reſt, tho? this excellent Prelate has, with 


a Vein of Piety and good Senſe peculiar to him- 
ſelf, ſaid every Thing, that can be ſaid with any 


* Expoſ. Folio. pag. 193. A 5 
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Colour of Reaſon,for Externals eſtabliſhed by hu- 
man Authority, yet hath he, upon the Whole, 
made a Caſe of it not the moſt favourable to the 
reſent Circumſtances of our Church, and much 
[eſs ſuch'a Caſe as will fall in with your Lordſhip's 
Poſitions. | | ; 
Having, as I ſaid, My Lord, often reflected on 
theſe Detences of our Externals, without receiving 
that Satisfaction I very ſincerely ſought for, I was 
in Hopes to meet with ſome new Light from your 
Lordſhip's Diſcourſe on this intereſting Subject; 
and was not a little diſappointed when I found zot 
ene Text quoted by your Lordſhip from the New 
Teſtament, and but one from the Old, relative to the 
Importance of external Religion: and what that 
Paſſage will avail your Lordſhip, I am now to 
examine. . b | 
Your Lordſhip, having obſerved that our People 
have no cuſtomary Admonition, no publick Call 
* to recollect the Thoughts of Gop and Religion 

from one Sunday to another,“ proceeds thus: 
& It was far otherwiſe under the Law. Theſe 
* Words, ſays Moſes to the Children of ISRAEL, 
„ which I command thee” {your Lordſhip omits 
This Dar, viz. the Day when the Ten Command- 
ments were given in Horeb, which Words were juſt 
recited in the foregoing Chapter, and are the Words 
here referred to“) „ ſhall be in thine Heart. And 


Compare Jerem. vii. 22,23.with Exod. xix. 5, 6. The Right 
Reverend and worthy Biſhop Story, in his admirable Treatiſe on 
the Prie/thood, obſerves that after Moſes had been the firſt Forty 
Pays with God in the Mount, he brought nothing down 
but the two Tables of the moral Law, as if No oTHER 
“ Law had been THEN intended; but when he found the 
«© People — worſhipping the golden Calf, God ſeemeth then 
© to have refolved'— to load them with a Number of religious 
* Rites and Ceremonies, in dire& Oppoſition to the Cuſtoms 
« of the Zzyprtians,” &c. pag. 02 

| „ thou 
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bos foal} teach them diligently unto thy Children, 
« and-fbalt talk of them when thou fitteſt in thine 
„ Houſe, and when thou walkeſs by the Way, and 
4 when thou lieſt down, and when thou riſeſt up.” 
Deut. vi. 6, 7. To which your Lordſhip ſub- 
Joins: © And as they were commanded This, fa 
ce *tis obvious how much the Conſtitution of that 
«© Law was N to effect 17, and keep Reli- 
gion ever in View.” 

t was then very ill, or at leaſt very unwiſely 
done, to abrogate that Law whoſe Conſtitution was 
adapted to ſo excellent a Purpoſe: But the Truth 
is, My Lord, the Conſtitution of the Jewiſh Law 
was juſt as much adapted to effe#? the Performance 
of, or to keep in View the Religion here meant 
by Moſes, as the Mufick and Veſtments in your 
Lordſhip's Cathedral at Durham are adapted ta 
promote Family Religion and the weightier Matters 
of Judgment, Mercy, and Faith, in the reſt of the 
Dioceſe. | 

Moſes in the two next Verſes goes on thus : And 
thou ſhalt bind them for a Sign upon thine Hand, and 
they ſhall be as Frontlets between thine Eyes; and thou 
ſhalt write them upon the Poſts of thine Houſe and upon 
thy Gates. Now both the Frequency and Proximity 
of theſe domeſtic Signs, make-it very plain that the 
great and conſpicuous Parts of their Religion, the 
publick Calls which they had by the Conſtitution of 
their Law, were not adapted to effect, what Me/es 
in this Paſſage wanted to have effected, viz. Obe- 
dience to the Moral Law. 

For it is to be obſerved of theſe Signs, that they 
were not (like Ceremonies properly ſo called) 
ſymbolic Repreſentations, but the Precepts themſelves 
exemplified in Writing, which, it is true, in Pro- 
cels of Time, were abuſed to the Purpoſes of Su- 

F'2 perſti- 
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perſtition *; and when that Time came, and theſe 
natural and ſimple Signs and Memorials had de- 
generated into broad PhylaBeries, &c. they chen 
received their Condemnation with other Things 
which had a more natural Tendency to fuch Abuſe. 
A ſufficient Intimation, one would think, to all fu- 
ture Times, of the incroaching Nature of Superfti- 
tion, which could convert ſuch Expedients of plain 
and uſeful Inſtruction, into Implements of mere 
Oſtentation and Hypocriſy. 

I ſhould have thought, indeed, that there were 
ſome Expreſſions in this Paſſage cited by your 
Lordſhip, that might have kept any Man out of 
this Miſtake, and prevented his confounding the 
Words there ſpoken of, with the Words of the Ce- 
remonial Law ; which latter it ſurely was never in- 


_ tended that Fathers and Maſters of Families ſhould 


teach their Houſholds: This kind of teaching was 
the ſole Privilege and Duty of the Prieſts, who had 
indeed no Commiſſion to teach any Thing elſe , 


The Rabbins in After-Times had made theſe Signs ſo 
uſeleſs to ſome Few: in reſpect of their original Purpoſe, that 
they enjoined them to be written only in one Sort of Charac- 
ter. Ad Phylacteria & Schedas liminares haud alios quam 
« Afriacos characteres adhibere licet, in libris vero ſacris de- 
* [cribendis, literis etiam Grecis uti conceditur, ſed his ſolis,” &c 
Maimonides apud Wagen/eil Sora, pag. 970. 

+ © We ſhall find it [what the Prieſts were to teach] was 
* not the whole Law of Moſes, but the Ceremonial Law only, the 
Laus about external Religion, or religious Worſhip. For as 
« the eſſential Part of their Office was confined to poſitive and 
„ inflituted Worſhip, it is natural to believe that their Teachi 
« was of no greater Extent,” . Biſhop Story on the Priefibeot. 
pag. 26. It is humbly recommended to the Reader, being a 
Clergyman of the Church of Erg/and, not to content himſelf 
with theſe detached Paſſages, but ſeriouſly to read over this 
valuable Performance, where he will have the Satisſaction to 
ſee how little the Miniſtrations of a Chriſtian Prieſt have to do 


with Ceremonials and Externals, and from thence may judge, 
in 


if he pleaſes, with what Propricty he ſhould emp'oy himſelt 1 
preaching up the Importance of them. | 


and 


451 


and that, as I ſaid K. made this moral Teach: 


ing, theſe domeſtic and familiar Signs ſo much 
the more/neceſſary. 


So that I very much queſtion whether your 
Lordſhip could e fallen upon any Paſſage in 
the Old Teſtament, which relates at all to your 
Subject, that would have been leſs favourable to 
your Lordſhip's Argument. 


But to proceed; your Lordſhip adds: © And 
« without ſometobat of this Nature, Piety will grow 
4. ; — even among the better Sort of Men; 
and the worſt will go on quietly in an abandon- 
ed Courſe, with fewer Interruptions from with- 
in than they would have, were religious Reflec- 
« tions forced oftner upon their Minds, and con- 
„ ſequently with leſs Probability of their Amend- 
« ment.” pag. 16. | 


From wie- Operation of Externals on the hu- 


man Mind your Lordſhi DB collects this Theory, 1 
cannot prefume to ſay; I, for my Part, believe 
that the Piety of good Men may be maintained 
in its Vigour with very little of this Nature: and 
this I am pretty ſure of, that if religious Reflections 
muſt be forced upon the Mind by Externals, it is 


not a ſmall ſomewhat of this Nature, that will do 
the Work. 


But to ſpeak freely: this Method of forcing reli- 
gious Reflections by Ceremonies and external Forms, 
1 doubt, is ſtark naught: according to your Lord- 
ſhip's Doctrine, it ſhould be not only good Policy, 
but wholeſome Diſcipline to force Men in England to 
come to Church, and in France to go to Maſs; in 
both Places for the ſame Reaſon, namely becauſe 
the Diſſenters ( whoſe Objections to Ceremonies 
and outward Forms are the ſame in both King- 
doms) have not ſo much of Externals as is neceſſary 
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[ 46 ] 
of Religion itſelf upon the Minds of 


And yet, My Lord, the very beſt of this Force 
has ſeldom produced any Thing better than Hy- 
iſy+. Probability of Amendment there can be 
ittle or none where Men attend religious Solem- 
nities merely to avoid Puniſhment or Cenſure. 
There is then no forcing religious Reflections this 
Way. But perhaps your Lordſhip might mean, 
that Forms and Externals have in themſelves an 
„ inherent and natural Virtue to force religious 
Reflections upon the Mind, and to work Piety 
« and Repentance upon the Heart.” And this, 
indeed, I ſhould have thought the more obvious 
Senſe of your Lordſhip's Words, had it not been 
that I thought it alſo the leſs defenſible of the two, 
becauſe it will be impoſſible to prove this to be 
true of one Sort of Forms and not true of another; 
and what a Door this muſt open to all Manner of 
Superſtition and even Idolatry, may be eaſily con- 


to preſerve a 
the Pe 


+ * En Poitou & en Xaintonge &c. les menaces les plus 
„ fieres, les coups de bũton, la terreur & Vinſolence du Soldat 
* ſuivent de pres les premieres ſommations. Par ce moyen 
Jon ne manque pas de gagner beaucoup de gens, dans un 
* fiecle od la veritable devotion eſt rare par-tout, & la France 
fort miſerable. Ces Meſſieurs les convertiſſeurs ont trop 
«« d'eſprit pour n'etre pas convaincus que tous ces change- 


mens ſont feints. Ils voyent que ces nouveaux convertis ne 


vont a la Meſſe pour la plipart que le moins qu'ils peuvent, 
qu'il faut les pier & les menacer, fi on veut qu ils y aſſiſtent. 
Ne voilä-t-il pas un deſſein fort Apoſtolique? &c. &c. 
BaYLE — enerale de P Hifloire du Calviniſme de Mr. 

om. 1. Let. VIII. pag. 134, 135. — Here we have 
ocular Teſtimony of the good Effects of forcing religious Re- 
flections upon the Mind by the means of external Religion ; 


and as theſe (and the ſame will ho!d good of other Syſtems) 


are to be thus ſeconded ere they can have even theſe Effects, may 


we not juſtly conclude that Forms have naturally no Force or 


Efficacy of their own to diſpoſe the Mind to Religion? 
ER” ceived 


/ 
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ceived®: It being indeed the very Principle on 
which the Papiſts juſtify the Adoration of Images. 
But neither even thus do we get clear of the other 
Kind of Force; for if Externals have this Virtue 
to inforce religious Refleftions, &c. it muſt be right 
to compel thoſe who are indiſpoſed to ſuch Reflec- 
tions, to attend theſe Memorials ; and if, as your 
Lordſhip has obſerved, the People are now in ge- 
neral negligent in their Attendance, I do not ſee 
how Compulſion of ſome Kind can be avoided. 

But inſtead of conjecturing how your Lordſhip 
would explain this Matter conſiſtently with Pro- 
teſtant Principles, I will beg Leave to exhibit the 
very different Accounts we have of the Beginning 
— Progreſs of Religion from the Apoſtles. | 
Hie that cometh to God muſt believe that he is, and 
that he is a Rewarder of them that diligently ſeek 
him, for without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe Gop. 
Heb. xi. 6. | 

If it be demanded how we may obtain Faith, 
the Apoſtle Paul anſwers, Faith cometh by Hearing 
75 Report | and Hearing by the Word of Gad. 

om. x. 17. | | 

Is then P aith the Whole of Religion? No. To 
Faith muſt be added, Virtue, Knowledge, Temperance, 
Patience, Godlineſs, brotherly Kindneſs, and Charity; 
For if theſe Things, ſays the Apoſtle Peter, be in 
you and abound, they make you to be neither barren 
nor unfruitful in the Knowledge of our Lord IESus 
CHRIST; that is, they perfect and complete your 
Religion. 2 Pet. i. 5. &c. 5 | 
But are not Forms and Externals neceſſary to re- 
mind the People of theſe Things ? I ſhould think 


not; any farther than hearing the Word of God 


* The prolific Nature of Externali is repreſented to the Life 
in the excellent Biſhop Fee tausod' Letter to an Inhabitant of the 
Pariſb of St. Andrews Holbourn, Works, Fol. 725, 726. 
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[48] 
may be. ſo called. If more was neceſſary, here 
was preciſely the Place 'where Peter ſhould have 
inſerted his Ritual“; for in this very Place he is 
endeavouring that his Readers might have theſeT ings 
always in Remembrance, after his Deceaſe, v. 15. 
and yet nothing appears of theſe Endeavours be- 


ſides his religious. Exhortations and Inſtructions 
in theſe two Epiſtles. WR 


That external Objefs are in ſome Caſes uſeful, 
and in others neceſlary, to remind us of our Chri- 
ſtian Duty and Devotion, is true enough. The 
Heavens declare the Glory of Gon, and the Firma- 
ment ſheweth his Handy-work. Pſ. xix. To excite 
us to particular Acts of Charity, it is ſometimes 
neceſſary we ſhould sERE that our Brother hath need. 
But where a Man is blind and deaf to theſe natu- 
ral and familiar Admonitions, there is, I doubt, 
but little hopes of his becoming all of a ſudden 
pious and charitable on the Sight of a Church, even 
of a Cathedral, a Temple made with Hands, and 
where, if the Scriptures deceive us not, we know 
the moſt High dwelleth not, in any higher Senſe 
than he dwelleth in other Places where Two or 
Three are gathered together in his Name. 


It was, we may well ſuppoſe, ſome Conſidera- 
tions ſuggeſted by theſe and the like Paſſages of 
Scripture, which gave Occaſion, in moſt Ages 
„of the Church, to the Care of reaſonable Men 
„to draw the People off from laying too great 


* Peter not only omitted his Ritual here, but unhappily 
Forgot to leave it behind him : For even the Papiſts themſelves 
could never recover more of his Mi/al than the Lord's Prayer. 
Nuda primo hæc erant (ſays PLaTiNa, ſpeaking of the Cere- 
-monies of the Maſs) & omnia ſimpliciter tractabantur. Pez- 
raus enim, ubi conſecramerat, oatione Pater noſter, uſus eff. 


Auxit hac MYsSTERIA Jacobus, &c. Vit. Stxtt I. A Hint 
which Proteſtants ſhould have taken long ago. 


Weight 
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„Weight upon external Things; upon formal 
« Acts of Piety;“ and for this Care, your Lord- 
ſhip allows, there has been, for the moſt Part, 
Occaſion. But, your Lordſhip goes on, the 
State of Matters is quite changed now with us. 
«© 'Theſe [external] Things are neglected to a De- 
„ gree,, which is, and cannot but be attended 
with a Decay of all that is good.” 
Strange and miſerable Reverſe of Things! What 
was a reaſonable Care in moſt Ages of the Chriſtian 
Church, and for which there has been for the 
moſt Part Occaſion ; and a Care too, as it plain] 
appears, excited by the very Genius and Spirit of 
the Goſpel of . Chriſt, is at length ſuperſeded by 
a Change of which we have had no Warning, nor 
had any Reaſon to expect; and it is now become 
highly ſeaſonable to lay the Weight on, where rea- 
ſonable Men had all along taken it off, ---< highly 
« ſeaſonable now to inſtruct the People in the 
Importance of external Religion.“ 

Is then the Goſpel of Chriſt ſo fickle and 
changeable, that it's Proviſions and Expedients 
of eternal Life may be accommodated, like hu- 
man Politicks, to the Humours and Intereſts of 
every faithleſs and perverſe Generation ? No, 
My Lord, the Means of Salvation thro' Chriſt 
are, like their ever- bleſſed Author, the ſame Yeſter- 
day, to Day, and for ever *. Other Foundation 
can no Man lay, than is laid F. If in any State 
of the Chriſtian Church it was reaſonable to 
depreciate the beggarly Elements of external Re- 
ligion, it is juſt as reaſonable at this very 
Hour. 


Far would I be from fixing upon your Lord- 


* Heb. xii. 8. + x Cor. ti. 1 1. 
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Thip's Words an Inſinuation, that the Care of 
rtaſauable Men above mentioned hath in any De. 


gree contributed to the Decay of all that is good. 
Yer ſurely your Lordſhip ſhould have apprized 
us here, how this Decay and this Me © came 
in Compan and what Dependance the; 
| 
have upon each other: Your Lordſhip's Silence 
on this Head you will give me Leave to ſupply, 
from Tome Memoirs of a very good Judge of 
ſuch Matters. | 
Ae "os ever eſteemed our Reformation from 
* — * grrat Work, and bleſs God for it 
d — yet I am ſometimes apt to call - 
* - ſome of thoſe, who have had the Title of Re- 
„ farmers (el y of the latter Sets in Queen 
«© Elizabeth's Tune) very little Men; and think 
<< They rather deſerve — Character of Reform- 
ers, who laboured, at the Expence of their 
«Eaſe and Subſiſtence, and ſometimes of their 
Lives, to convince the Nation that, as Chri- 
“ ftians and Proteſtants, we had common Prin- 
* ciples and Precedents enough in the New 
** Teſtament, upon which to unite and to edi- 


+. fy each other, without having recourſe to 
£ idle and unneceſſary human Inventions. Theſe 


Men could hardly ever obtain an equitable 
<< or even a patient Hearing from the People 
* in Power; who never, that I can learn, gave 
any better Reaſon, for not taking the Courſe 
© recommended to them, than that * thefe'out- 
** ward. Circumſtances were indifferent Things, 
and that they had Authority. to do as 820 
£ pleaſed about them.” 
Later Ages have had the Advantage of 
adding to this weighty Argument, that of 
* * long Poſſefſion ; and hat is there that human 
. «© Autho- 


(2 ] 
* Authority and Antiquity together, have not 
«coined into Religion ? And thus it is, that ous 
% Externals have been blown. up ſo far beyond 
se their natural Size and Significance; and have 
e ſo long taken place of better Things, that 

4 —— to have * where we began; — 
i moſt of us are as much at aLoſs in this Age "for 
true Religion as ever. But tho' theſe Pieces 
* of Antiquity will do little for our common 
% People, who ſeem, indeed, of late to care as 
little for them as wiſer Men ; yet they will 
+ ſtill do for one ſort among us: They will 
„ ſave them a great deal of Trouble, and per- 
** haps ſomething elſe, which they might other- 
* wiſe ſuſtain by being put into a laborious 
„ Courſe of reforming and edifying the People 
committed to their Care, by the toilſome Me- 
* thods of the Goſpel. Let you and I be fits 
<« lent, and make as good a Shift with them 
„as we can; for, aſſure yourſelf, we ſhall have 
nothing better in this Age“ .““ 

Whether %s Account of the Decay of all that 
is good, - or your Lordſhip's has more of Truth 
and Reaſon in jt, muſt be left to the Judgment 
of the Publick ; in the mean Time, permit me 
humbly to repreſent to your Lordſhip, that, in 
our preſent Circumſtances, 1. It is not ſeaſonable 
to inſtruct the People in the Importance of external 
Religion; and, were it ſeaſonable, that 2. Ir is not 
practicable to revive any greater Reverence for 
cur own external Religion, than it has at preſent, 
by any ſort of Inſtruction whatever. 

1. Inſtruction in the Importance of external 
Religion is not ſeaſonable. That Popery is gain- 


From a private Letter written 1738. 
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ing Ground upon us daily, is a Matter of Fact 
atteſted by very conſiderable Witneſſes. Beſides 
others of no obſcure Eſtimation in the World, 
an eminent and leading Prelate * hath on two 
publick Occaſions, one in 1743, and the other 
1750, given the Nation Warning of it: What the 


Conſequence of this may, and if it goes on, muſt 


be, is eaſily apprehended. Every Heart alie- 
* nated from the Proteſtant Religion [to uſe the 
4% Words of the ſame judicious Biſhop with a 
* little Variation] carries off with it a Pair of 
* Hands from the Defence of our Gracious Kin 

and his Government r.“ ; 

I I will not ſay but there may be different Ways 
of accounting for this Increaſe of Popery; but 


of this I am certain, that there is not an Argu- 


ment for it, which can be ſuppoſed to influence 
our common People, that does not derive it's 
Weight from the Value and Importance of external 
Religion. 0 | | op 

And this deſerves to be conſidered by 4s of 
the Church of England ſo much the rather, as 
the Diſſenters affirm “ that the Converts to Po- 
% pery are gathered from our Church by Thox- 
% fands, whereas it is hardly ever known that 
* one is gained from themy.” | 
When I firſt met with this intereſting Fact, 


I bethought me of conſulting Mr. 7hite's De- 


fence to ſee what Conſolation might be had from 
That: and his Anſwer, which is remarkable, I 


* Bp. Sherlock in his Sermon on the late Rebellion, and in 
his Letter to the Clergy and People of London and Weftminſicr, 
upon Occaſion of the late Earthquakes. 

+ Thankſgiving Sermon before the Commons, June 7. 1716. 

$ Diſſenting Chen's iſt Anſwer to Mr. White's Let- 
ters, pag. 12. | | 
+3 


ſhall 
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- wy fet down, as greatly to my preſent 
oſe. Hh | | 
| This Gentleman, having intimated, that the 
« Suggeſtion may be groundleſs, or, if true, may be 
« well accounted for by the Diſproportion in the 
„Numbers belonging to each Party;” goes on 
thus: And if more, in Proportion to the 
_ «© Number of each, have been gained from 
«© amongſt us, the Reaſon phy is not that which 
* he has ſuggeſted [viz. the Conceſſions in xxth 
Article of our Church] but another, even the 
Multitude of Sects that are among us. We, 
© for the moſt Part, are educated and inſtrutted 
* inuſt Notions of the Nature, Unity and Commu- 
nion of the Catholick Church, maintained in the 
Church of England, and of the great ImporT- 
* ANCE and NecxssITY thereof; while their 
„People are, generally, ſo inſtructed, as to have 
© no kind of Notion of theſe Matters, or, if any, 
it is only of the Re or rather, the 
Inſignificancy thereof. And hence it is natural 
for our People to be more eaſily ſcandalized at 
* thoſe Schiſms and Diviſions which they ſee 
among us, and more ſuſceptible of Impreſ- 
& ſions Nenn the artful Inſinuations of Romiſh Emil- 
« faries concerning them. This is far more like 
<« than that He aſſigns to be the true Reaſon that 

„ more Converts *, &c. | 
See here, My Lord, the Diſſenter's Charge not 
only confeſſed, but clearly made out by this 
acute Advocate for the Church of England !---- 
Far more like?“ Why, is it not the very ſame, 
only puſh'd more Home, and exemplified in 
plainer and ſtronger Terms ?--- The Church of 


iſt Defence, pag. 16. 
England 
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Englaud .claims . a. Power. to decreenRites.on Ce- 
remonies, and Authority in Controverſies of Faith, 
and thereupon founds the N-z c xs84Ty- and Iu- 
PORTANCE of Unity and Communion with her.-+» 
Here the Romamiſt ſtrikes in and ſays, Aye, but 
e the Church of England does not p to be 
the Catbolict Church, and conſequently can main- 
s tain; no ſuch Claim. The Catholick Church 
is with ut, and us only, and it is there that you 
„ muſt look for the Necęſſity and Importance of 
„% Unity and Communion. “ ö 
It is therefore for the Honour of the Church 
of England, to obſerve that ſhe gives none of her 
Members any ſuch. Notions of Unity and Commu» 
nion as Mr. White pretends. She - acknowledges 
and prays for all as Members of the Catholick 
Church, who“ call themſelves Chriſtians, and 
« hold the Faith in Unity of Spikir in the Bond 
« of Peace and in Righteouſneſs of Life.” The 
viſible Church of Chriſt, ſhe defines: [Art. xix.) 
to be © a 9 of faithful Men, in the 
« which the pure Word of God is preached, and 
the Sacraments be duly miniſtred according 
« to Chriſt's Ordinance, in all thoſe. Things that 
« of Neceſſity are requiſite to the ſame ;” and 
what is not of neceſſity requiſite to the ſame” 
ſhe tells. us, Art. xxxiv. viz. the Rites or Cere- 
monies of every particular or national Church 
„ ordained only by Man's AUTHORIT V.“ 
What Juſt Nations now can the Church of Eng- 


land give, conſiſtently with theſe her capital Doc- 


trines, of the Importance, and more eſpecially of 
the: Neceſſity of Communion with Her, or with 
any other particular or national Church, where 
the peculiar Diſtinctions are human Rites and Ce- 


and 


4 
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and Externals? And how ſhould her Members 
who are | j4tly educated and inſtructed, be ſcan- 
dalized at Diviſions, at which the Church herſelf 
is not feandalized ? For my own Part, if there is 
any Man who teaches or propagates any ſuch 
Notions, as tend to create the Scandal and Suſ- 
ceptibility of Romiſd Inſinuations that Mr. White 
fpeaks of, 1 am for having him ſeverely cenſured 
as an unſound Member of the Church of England. 
In Agreement with theſe Doctrines and Defi- 
nitions, it is abſolutely neceſſary to underſtand 
the Word Church in the xxth Article. So Mr. 
Rogers underſtood it, namely for every Member of 
found Judgment in the ſame; and Rogers, writing 
under the Wing, and probably by the Direction 
of -Bancroft Fas high a Churchman as ever pre- 
ſided in it, Laud excepted} was not likely to go 
below the Senſe of the Church in his Expoſition ; 
whatever Senſe may have been put upon the Words 
ſince thoſe Days, concerning which I think the 
Church of England (much, I am afraid, to her Loſs 
and Detriment) has been too filent and paſſive. 

And here T cannot but ſtop a while to con- 
template the Dexterity of our Champions in ſhift- 
ing their Ground, and Kar... their Batteries 
againſt- the Diſſenters. Heretofore it was pretended 


that our Setts were the Spawn of the Jeſuits, that 


Jeſuits had been known to mix among them, 
and that many of their Tenets were the ſame 
with thoſe of that Order of Men“, &c. But 
| 7 | * ſurely 


* There ſeems to be an Inclination in a late learned and 
ſpirited Writer, to fix a Charge of this Nature upon the Me- 
thodiſts ¶ Enthufiaſm of the Papiſts and Methodifts compared, 
Part ii. pag. 179. to the End] Whether Popery will thrive bet- 
ter in this zew Se& than it has done in thoſe of longer 
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ſurely. the Jeſuits were - viler Politicians. than or- 
dinary in this Miſapplication of their Craft; the 


Sectaries, in virtue of - their Education and In- 


ſtruction it ſeems, have ſtood their Ground, and 
bid Defiance to all their Artifice; while the Mem- 
bers of the Church of England---- But forbid it 


Heaven: that this ſhould be the Truth of the 


Caſe ; and as Mr. White himſelf, and more than 
He are diſpoſed to queſtion the F act, may 1 
with all Deterence to your Lordſhip's Bench hum- 
bly ſuggeſt, that this Matter may be examined 
to the Bottom, and Satisfaction given to all his 
Majeſty's faithful and affectionate Subjects; which 
may eaſily be done by their Lordſhips requiring 
punctual Anſwers to two ſhort Queries, ſent to 
the Miniſter and Churchwardens of every Pariſh, 
viz. 1. How many Perſons in your Pariſh have 
been perverted to Pope an theſe laſt---Years? 
and 2. How many of thoſe ſo perverted had been 
of the Church of England, and how many. of them 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, and of what Denomunation ? 
But 

2. I am afraid, my Lord, Inſtruction in the 
Importance of external Religion would, at this 
Time, be unſeaſonable on another Account 1 the 
People who would moſt want theſe Inſtructions, 
are, it is doubtful, uninſtructed not only in the 
Importance, but in the very Principles of any Re- 
ligion. The Ignorance = our common People 
even in thoſe religious Matters which are eaſieſt 
to underſtand, as well as to remember, I mean 
the hiſtorical! Paſſages of the New Teſtament, is 
hardly to be conceived by thoſe who have not had 


egg Time muſt ſnew. However, what this ingenious 
Author ſays, about the Middle of Pag. 178. is well worth 
remarking, and not foreign to:the Caſe in Hand. 


ſome 
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ſome particular Occaſion of converſing with them 
on theſe Subjects ; much leſs do they know the 
ſaving Truths of the Goſpel, and the Terms of 
eternal Life grounded on that Hiſtory ; would 
your Lordſhip have the Inſtruction of this Sort 
begin at the Importance of Externals in Religion? 
Theſe at the beſt are buruſefuloredifying as Modes 
of expreſſing the Faith or Piety that is already 
in the Heart: but what Proteſtant or Chriſtian Uſe 
can They make of them, to whom Externals have 
nothing to convey worth their having, and who 
have nothing to expreſs by their means ? Bur, 


2. It is not practicable, I imagine, to revive 
any greater Reverence for our own Externals, than 
they have at preſent, by any Sort of Inſtruction. For, 
I.) If the Streſs of this Inſtruction is to be 
laid on the edifying Nature of the Things them- 
ſelves, they have had their Weight for a Courſe 
of no leſs than two hundred Years, and can 
naturally make no ſtronger Impreſſions than they 
have done. Every Argument has been offer'd 
in their Behalf which the moſt ingenious and 
learned Men in the Kingdom could think of, 
And if it might be ſuppoſed that new Argu- 
ments and Topics in their Favour could be found 
out; yet, if, as the honeſt Gentleman above 
quoted has remarked, theſe Externals are in- 
convenient and diſguſting in the practical Part, 
theſe new Arguments will be ſo far obſtructed 
in their Operation, and fail of their Effect. 

2.) It will be remember'd that there have been 
Men in our Communion of equal Judgment, and, 
perhaps for the moſt Part, in equal Numbers, 
who have been differently perſuaded concerning 
the Edification to be had from our Forms: Nei- 
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| ther will it be forgot, that theſe very Forms, 


comprized in the Word, Church, have given Coun- 
tenance and Occaſion to much Diſorder and ill 
Temper, and to much Faction and Fury in the 
Kingdom: and tho' this Circumſtance of itſelf 
ſhould be no Argument againſt the Things them- 
ſelves, yet it will be made one, and I doubt more 
Pains muſt be taken to teach People to diſtin- 
guifh in ſuch Caſes, than the Clergy well can, 
or will be willing to ſpare from other Buſineſs. 
The Intrigues of Charles the Second's Time, and 
the Inconfiſtency of the Act of Uniformity with 
his two Declarations, nothing can gloſs over. A 
late ſenſible and ſufficiently cautious Writer, 
whom I have quoted above, has indeed ventured to 
hint that the Government at that Time in making 
this Law had ſome Senſe of Inconveniences, and 
were directed by Conſiderations of Propriety in 
the Alterations they made in our Service, His 
Words are theſe : * At the Time of the Reſto- 
ration of the Church and Monarchy——our 
« Liturgy had been out of Uſe, as well in pri- 
vate as in publick Aſſemblies, almoſt twenty 
„ Years. Yet it is obſervable, that even then, 
© the Government was /o:/en/ible of the Inconve- 
& niences of any great Alteration in Forms which 
e the People had yet ſome Remembrance of, as 
© to think it proper to direct the Commiſſioners, 
e appointed to conſider of thoſe Things, to avoid, 
« as much as may be, even all Abbrevations that 
„ ſhould be found unneceſſary “.“ | 

Here we ſee the Eſtabliſhment of ſo nuch more 
than ſome People hoped for, or, conſidering the 
Declarations abovementioned, had good Reaſon 


cc 


* Fr and Imp. Conſid. pag 5. 6. 
| to 


[ 59 ] 

to hope for, is aſcribed to Sen/ibility and Tender- 
neſs for the People; perhaps this Writer may 
believe ſo, and KA a ſome others to be of that 
Mind. | 

But however that be, the Sheets of this Pam- 
phlet were ſcarce dry froin the Preſs when an- 
other made its Appearance, in which the Author 
gives us Leave to think very differently of this 
Matter. What He ſays of the A# of Uniformity 
is as follows. How theſe Words, to the Uſe of, 
came to be omitted out of the expreſs Form 
of Words that are ordered to be read in Church 
for a legal Qualification, I cannot ſay, nor 
„whether they were omitted out of Neglect or 
by Deſign : but, I own, it ſeems to me, when 
I conſider the Humour of the Times when that 
Act was made, that it was done with Deen; 
as a SNARE to oblige poor conſcientious Men 
* who did not read the Act of Parliament at 
length, to give up their Livings, rather than 
declare their unfeigned Aſſent, and Conſent to 
all and every Thing contained in the Book of 
„Common Prayer. 

Your Lordſhip here ſees two very different Opi- 
nions of the Men and Times when the Act of Uni- 
formity, which eſtabliſhes our preſent Externals, 
was made. If the Opinion of the latter is to be 
regarded, all may not be right with the Externals 
themſelves in Favour of which ſuch a baſe and 
cruel Artifice was projected. It is true, the other 
Gentleman would give us a different Idea of the 
Diſpoſition and Councils of thoſe Times; but 


* 


c 


NR 


* The Author ſubjoins this Note: And accordingly there 

* were 1800 Perſons, that were actually deprived of their 

_ «« Livings rather than ſubmit to the Terms preſcribed —” 
and, it is worth our Notice, deprived by an Abbreviation. 
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why ſhould we believe the one, rather than the 
other? If, as common Fame reports, and the 
Gentleman himſelf intimates, the Conſiderer pu- 
bliſhed his Work under the Wing of Authority; 
the other declares himſelf to be a Clergyman of 
the eſtabliſhed Church. And the Eſſay ſpeaks ſuffi- 
ciently for his Good Senſe and Integrity. And, it 
He alſo may have the Aid of common Fame, his 
Station in the Church is in the higheſt Rank. 

Theſe are Difficulties, My Lord, which, when 
they fall in a Clergyman's Way, will greatly ob- 
ſtruct his Inſtructions in the Importance of our 
Externals. Nor, | | 

3.) Do I apprehend He will have much better 
Succeſs in urging the Authority of the Church. 
The Time was indeed when the Language of moſt 
of our Clergy was, Stir not a Step out of the direct 
Paths of the Church *; and then conſiderable Num- 
bers of the People were inclinable en to liſten 
to them. But the State of Matters is quite changed 
with us now in this reſpect alſo; and many Acci- 
dents have intervened, which will prevent our 
retreating into this Strong bold, or, however, our 
fortifying it into a tenable Poſt. 

The incomparable Biſhop Burnet, in the Dedi- 
cation of the third Volume of his Hiſtory of the 
Reformation, printed 1715, has theſe remarkable 
Words. Your Majeſty, we truſt, is deſigned 
«© by Gop to compleat the Reformation itſelf ; to 
«© reftify what may be yet amiſs; and to ſupply 
« what is defeive among us; to oblige us to 
„live and to labour more ſuitably to our Pro- 
“ feſſion; to unite us more firmly among our- 


Memorial of the Church of Exgland, in Cole“ Detection. 
Vol. iii. pag. 247. 


& ſelves, 
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« ſelves, to bury, and for ever to extinguiſh the 
« Fears of our relapſing again into Popery; and 
6 to eſtabliſh a Confidence and Correſpondance 
« with the Proteſtant and Reformed Churches 
« abroad.” — 2 
We have here the Teſtimony of oe Biſhop how 
little expedient it was to adhere, without Devi- 
ation, to the Paths of the Church : About the 
ſame Time more of them gave their united Opi- 
nion of the Conſequences of this Doctrine of the 
Memorial to this Effect : 5 . 

&« We are the more concerned, &c. -- becaufe 
© ſome who have valued themſelves, and have 
* been too much valued by others, for a pre- 
c tended Zeal for the Church, have joined with 
« Papiſts in theſe wicked Attempts “.“ &c. 

Since this Time it hath been obſerved that our 
great Churchmen in general have, greatly to 
their Honour, laid aſide much of this ignorant 
and impatient Zeal of contending to the utter- 
moſt for every Appendage to the Church of 
England; they are known to be Friends to Tole- 
ration, and to have more moderate and equitable 
Sentiments concerning ſome Particulars in our 
preſent Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment, than their Fore- 
fathers expreſſed. | 

In theſe Circumſtances it would be in vain for 
the inferior Clergy to attempt to build any great 
Matters in Favour of external Religion upon a Zeal 
for the Church; accordingly that Spirit hath alſo 
greatly ſubſided among them, and one perhaps 
might go back ſome Years without finding any 
Thing of that furious Kind in Print, which 


The Biſhops Declaration teſtifying their Abkorrence of 
the Rebellion, 1715. 
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[ 62 
uſed to peſter the Publick in the Days of Sa- 
cheverel *. | 4 

One thing, indeed, My Lord, there is in all 
this, which I find amuſes thinking People a good 
deal : Since a Departure from the Paths of the 
Church is, of late Days, neither ſo offenſive to 
Church or State, as heretofore ; but, on the con- 
trary, may very well be born with ; it is won- 
der'd what ſhould hinder a free and impartial 
Inquiry whether the Paths of the Church are 
really ſo direct as to admit of no juſt Amendment, 
and eſpecially as ſome Suggeſtions to the con- 
trary have been offered to the Publick, which 
appear to many pious and judicious Members of 
the eſtabliſhed Church to have great Weight, and 
will, I apprehend, be another Means of rendring 
ineffectual our Inſtructions in the Importance of 
External Religion, as it is circumſtanced in our 
Church at this Time. 

For my own Part, My Lord, I am firmly 
perſuaded that it every Thing be abſolutely right 
in the Church of England, our Forefathers acted 
not only more wiſely, but more righteouſly than 
we, in compelling People to come into her, and in 


* So I thought, when I wrote this. But ſauntering into 
a Bookſeller's Shop, not long after, the firſt Thing I laid 
my Hands on was a Pamphlet, written, as the Title-page 
imports, by ſomething of Presbyter, which, on the firſt open- 
ing, exhibited a Character of the Petition to Parliament from 
the City of Rriſtol, in Favour of a Bill for the Naturaliza- 
tion of foreign Proteſtants, in the decent Terms cf an At- 
tempt to fill the Nation <vith Beggars and Schiſmaticki., I am 
told the ſuppoſed Author is an elderly Man. What a miſe- 
rable Time muſt he have had with this teizing, hunger- 
ſtarved, ſolitary Dæmon of Schiſin at his Elbow for the laſt 
twenty or thirty Years ?— But, Quzre—What is the proper 


religious Appellation of an Engliſh Proteſtant of our National 
Church at Geneva ? 
dit- 


1. 
diſtreſſing thoſe who would not: On this Suppo- 
ſition, all who deviate from the Church, deviate 
from the Word of God (for that is the Church's 
Rule) and ought on no account to be tolerated. 
But if there is any conſiderable Room for Amend- 
ment and Alteration for the better, we are, upon 
our own Principles of proving all Things by the 
Word of God, evidently condemned ; ſtirring, in 
Fact and in Practice, not a Step out of the Paths 
of the Church, even whilſt the moſt of us perhaps 
are conſcious that ſome of theſe Paths are far 
from being ſo direct as the Application of our 
reat Rule would make them. 

In the Year 1718, when the Bill for repealing 
the Occaſional and Schiſm Acis was in Debate, Bp. 
Kennet defined the Church of England to be, A 
Scriptural Inſtitution upon a legal Eſtabliſhment * : 
with which Definition I have always been ex- 
tremely pleaſed, and at the ſame Time extremely 
defirous to have it verified. 

Concerning the Legality of. the Eſtabliſhment, 
there is not, nor can be, any Diſpute : It will 
admit of no Controverſy among thoſe who hold 
all their civil Rights and Privileges under the 
fame Authority which eſtabliſhes the Church ; 
the Queſtion upon which we are chiefly divided, 
has been concerning the Scriptural Inſtitution. A 
Point, which, in Reverence to an higher Legiſ- 
ature, ſhould certainly among Proteſtants be 
equally clear : If this Matter is not yet ſufficiently 
decided in our Fayourf, it is by no means expe- 


* Tin4{al; Continuation, Octavo, vol. xxvii. pag. 240. 
+ Whether it is or not, we may form ome judgment, 
perhaps, by the Controverſy between Dr. Nichols and Mr. 


Pierce, and more lately between Mr, White and the Diſſenting 
Gentleman, &C, &c. 
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dient to tale it for granted, or to conſider it in 
the Light of 4 Point of Honour, ſince by ſuch In- 
dotence, or ſuch Arrogance, we are loſing the moſk 
valuable Advantages and Benefits of our Eſta- 
bliſnment; the true original End of which un- 
doubtedly is, the Edification of the People of 
God, worſhipping him with one Heart and with 
one, Mouth: nor can we ever be juſtly vindi- 
cated, by barely conniving at, and permitting the 
ration of ſo many of our Chriſtian Brethren, 

upon Scruples fo important to them, and, as we 
are oftentimes driven to confeſs, ſo little important 
to us. | | | 

& Where Unity and Peace are diſregarded, 
« Devotion muſt be ſo too, as it were by na- 
<« tural Conſequence * :” and diſregarded out of 
all Doubt they are, whilſt we ſuffer it to re- 
main a Queſtion (which has fome undeniable 
Probabilities againſt us) whence and by whom the 
Offence cometh. It that may not be clearly de- 
termined by the Word of God, it will not be 
very eaſy to aſcertain the Grounds upon which 
ſo ſevere a WO is denounced againſt the Of- 
fender. | | | 

So that, My Lord, in whatever Light we con» 
fider this Subject, it is neither ſeaſonable nor 
expedient, nor at all conducive to revive prac- 
tical Religion in the Hearts of our People, to 
preach up the Importance of Externals in general, 
or of our own in particular. 


I have borrowed theſe Words from the 17th Page of 
a Sermon preached at Halifax in Tor/fpbire July 1751, by 
John Wathn, A. M. Fellow of Braſen-Noſe College in Oxford 
and Curate of Halifax : Which if any Man, who has Sixpence 


+ to ſpare, will purchaſe, peruſe, and lay to Heart, he will 
lay out his Time and his Money very well. 


The 


[ 65 ] 

- The Inportance of external Religion is the 
grand Engine of the Papifts, which they play 
with the greateſt Effect upon our common 
People, who are always ſooneſt taken and in- 
inared by Form and Shew z and, ſo far as we 
concur with them in the Principle, we are 
doing their Work, ſince if Externals, as ſuch, 
are important, the plain natural Conſequence is, 
the more of them the better. 

On another hand, our Advocates for the 
Church obſerve and declare, that our Con- 
< troverſy with the Proteſtant Diſſenters is not 
about Matters of Faith, for they e 
„the ſame Articles of Faith that we do ;* 

conſequently the Diſpute is about Externals and 
Forms; and to inſtruct the People in the Ju- 
Portance of our own peculiar Modes, as diftinct , 
from, 'and excluſive of any other, is to widen © 
this Breach, and weaken the Proteſtant Intereft 
this Way too; and not to revive practical Re- 
ligion, bur to foment and inflame Contention, 
and every evil Work. 

In the next Place, the excellent Author 
of the Eſſay on Spirit ſays, that “a Man who 
* ſubſcribes only for Peace ſake, and the Pre- 
<« ſervation of the outward Forms of Societ 
* may, for prudential Reaſons, honeſtly ſub⸗ 
* ſcribe and ſubmit 2% the Uſe of one eſta- 
* bliſhed Form, though he, in his own pri- 
„vate Opinion, may think anzther to be bet- 
© ter.” There is, My Lord, great Reaſon to 
believe, that the honeſt and thinking Subſcribers 
among the Clergy of the Church of England 
are, many of them, in theſe Circumſtances. 
With what Heart and Conſcience can theſe 
Men ſet about inſtructing the People in the 

I Import- 
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[ 66] 
Importance of any Thing which they believe 
to be not ſo edifying as ſomething elſe in the 


Room of it would be? 


Upon the whole, that a practical Senſe of 


Religion is at a very low Ebb among all 
Ranks of our People, I very readily agree 
with your Lordſhip ; that this Matter ought 


to be very ſeriouſly conſidered by . Chriſtian 


' Miniſters of all Orders and Degrees, none 
will deny; whether the Method, pointed out 
by your Lordſhip in this Part of your Charge, 
is ſo likely to revive either the Credit or the 


Influence of Religion, as ſome other Methods 


deſcribed and enjoined in St. Paul's Charges 
to Timothy and Titus, or whether indeed your 
Lordſhip's Method is at all proper for the Pur- 
poſe in our preſent Situation,---- and laſtly, 


whether our Externals in Religion, and the 


Circumſtances, Appendages, and Conditions re- 
lating to them do not rather obſtruct, than 


forward true Chriſtian Edification, is freely 
ſubmitted to the Judgment of the ſerious, 
diſintereſted, and impartial Part of the Public, 
and moſt humbly recommended to your Lord- 
ſhip's ſecond Thoughts by, | 


My Lord, 
Your Lordſbip's 


moſt reſpectſul Servant, &c. 


-PFOSTSCRIPT--: 


N the 12th Page of this Charge your Lord- 
ſhip ſpeaks of the Law of Virtue writthia 
upon our Hearts, as a Topic proper to be in- 
fiſted on by the Clergy from the Pulpit ; by 
which, I ſuppoſe, your Lordſhip may mean 
what is commonly called the Law, or the Re- 
Egion of Nature. Now, my Lord, if there is 
really ſuch a Law written in every Man's Heart, 
will it not clearly follow, that Religion may, 
and indeed muſt be preſerved among Man- 
kind, whether there is any outward Form of it, 
or not? 

I ſhould think too, that, whatever becomes 
of external Forms in Religion, it greatly con- 
cerns your Lordſhip, that this Doctrine of a 
Natural Law ſhould be, not only true in a Phi- 
loſophical Theory, but fairly exemplified in a 
practical Syſtem, viſible and intelligible to the 
whole World; your Lordſhip having exprefly 
aſſerted elſewhere, that if in Revelation there 
be found any Paſſages, the ſeeming Meaning 
of which is contrary to Natural Religion, we 
&© may moſt certainly conclude, that ſuch ſeeming 
„Meaning is not the real one“ .“ But who 
can poſſibly conclude thus, till he has a moſt 
certain Syſtem of Natural Religion to interpret 
theſe ſeeming Meanings by? 

The firſt Time I took particular Notice of 
this Paſſage, was in a controverfial Pamphlet 
upon the Caſe of Subſcription to the xxx1x Ar- 
ticles of our Church, where it was cited, as I 


* Bp. Butler”; Analogy, page 160, 
1 re- 


. 
* G0 


ths * 2 
r 
— — AG > 
p 1 .® s N % 
* N 

.* 
- 


"Ew — 


br 
0 
* 
. 
* 


+ 
13 
1 
. 

7 

* 


2 . * 2 e rr _ 23 
ccc bo 
. * * 7 3 32 . — - _ 
ney . 2 1 2 TP a7 4 Z 
* 2 5 9 K. -— "Is RF. — — n 
EY — 1 i 
IP: - 2 p, \ +4 7 5 
A; « * — 4 1 > - \ 28 
a =. x65 N 
* + "F" 4 a *. F — 
4 < q S!\ * 
* . , *_ Tous r 
1 I * 2 * 
= a 9D G 
0 „ — 7 
£ G 4 "Y 
* 8 
. | . 
p Ss? >: 
; s L » & 
* q * 
2 
* 
* 


* 


1 681 
remember, to Uiſcredit Subſeription, even td the 
Scriptures, explained wy otherwife than by the 


Subſcriber's own Senſe of them, without it- 
pg any Man, or-any Body of Men, to.judge 
of the Orthodoxy, the Truth, or the Propriety 
of that Senſe; and I thought this Authority 
from your Lordſhip very fall to the Writer's 
r 
But how will this agree with the Importance 
F external Religion, the great Support of which, 
among us, is Subſcription to human Forms and 
Compoſitions ? Are theſe Externals written in 
6ur Hearts too, and a Part of the Code Natural? 
However, it is but Juſtice to your Lord- 
ſhip, to obſerve, that this incautious Doctrine 
of the Analogy is moſt effectually confuted by 
an Obſervation of your Lordſhip's in this very 
Charge, pag. 11, viz, * The infinite Great- 
* neſs of Gop's Scheme of Government, both 
in Extent and Duration, together with the 
* wiſe Connexion of its Parts, and the In- 
& poſſibility of accounting for the ſeveral Parts, 
without /eceing the whole Plan of Providence to 
* which they relate; which is beyond the ut- 
«© moſt Stretch of our Underſtanding.” | 
I am very ſure your Lordſhip will not make 
the leaſt Difficulty of admitting the ſeveral 
. and Circumſtances of revealed 
Religion to be Parts of this Scheme of Govern- 
ment, this Plan of Providence: As, therefore, 


_ to. ſee the Wiſdom, Propriety, or Connexion of all 


theſe Parts, or to ſee the whole Plan of Provi- 
dence,. is 'beyond the utmoſt Stretch of human 
Underſtanding, to which this great Interpreter, 
Natural Religion, pretends only to be commen- 


ſurate, what ſhould hinder us from concluding, 


that 


WY" 


that many ſeeming Meanings in our Bibles may 
be real ones, any thing to the contrary in Natural 
Religion notwithſtanding. | 
- To ſpeak my own Sentiments freely, I have 
no better Opinion of the Clearneſs, Certainty, 
Uniformity, Univerſality, &c. of this Law of 
Virtue written in the human Heart, than I have 
of the Importance of External Religion : There 
is a Circumſtance attending this Doctrine which 
renders the Truth as well as the Merits of it 
extremely doubttul, and that is, that in its 
Application to Practice, it is not only not uſe- 
tul for want of proper Explanation, but, ſo 
far as it is underſtood, exceedingly pernicious 
to the Principles and Morals of our common 
People, and, to ſay the Truth, to the great as 
well as the ſmall Vulgar. 

The certain Conſequence of referring Man- 
kind to a Law of Nature or Virtue written upon 
their Hearts, is, their having recourſe to their 
own Senſe of Things on all Occaſions, which be- 
ing, in a great majority, no better than Fami- 
ly Superſtition, Party Prejudice, or Self-inter- 
eſted Artifice (perhaps a Compound of all) will 
be too apt to over-rule the plain, generous, ſelf- 
denying and humble Precept of the Goſpel, 
after all that can be ſaid to diſgrace them; 
and much more when they paſs for the Di#7ates 
of Natural Religion, and People are told into 
the Bargain (which, I am afraid, is too often 
the Caſe) that theſe Dictates differ no other- 
wiſe from thoſe of the Goſpel, than as the latter 
are enforced by more explicit Promiſes, and 
poſitive Authority. h 

It therefore Natural Religion (be it what 
you will as to its intrinſic Merit) is liable to . 

be 


EE 
be thus miſtaken, it is high Time to have 
done with it in the Pulpit; very few of our 
common People are Philoſophers, or can ſee 
far enough into the Nature of Things to ana- 
lyſe Virtue into its component Parts; and if 
they are once led into a Miſtake ſo favourable. 
to their own Conceits and Prepoſſeſſions, no 
ſubſequent Explanations will ſerve to ſet them 
right: For, having ſent them to their own 
Heads and Hearts tor à Rule of Life, you will 
be greatly diſappointed if you expect they will 
allow you to manage it for them. 

Upon this Account, my Lord, I would have 
Religion proved, defended, and taught by the 
Chriſtian Miniſter from the BIBLE only; 
and I would have every ſuch Miniſter plainly 
and honeſtly tell his People that he has 20 
other Proof of its Original, its Truth, its 
Obligations, its preſent Benefits, or its future 
Rewards, to lay before them, than what is con- 
tained in the Scriptures; which I would alſo 
have him to exhort them to ſearch and ſtudy 
for themſelves with the utmoſt Diligence and 
Application; and then he may ſafely let the 
reſt be at their own Peril. | 

And here, I cannot but take notice, before 
I make an End, of my ſingular Misfortune in 
differing from one of your Lordſhip's diſtin- 
guiſhed Merit, and eminent Station in two ſo 
conſiderable Articles, as, A Law of Virtue 
written upon our Hearts, and The Importance of 
External Religion, which, indeed, it is not 
common to find among the favorite Opinions 
of one and the ſame Man. 

Perhaps it may be as uncommon to find 
them in Diſgrace with one and the ſame Man: 


But 


- 


But ſo it happens: I have had a long, and, as 
I am verily perſuaded, a reaſonable Quarrel 
to them both, as well ccount of the un- 
friendly Contraſt betweeh the Theories on 
which are ſeverally ſupported, and the 
genuine Grounds of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, 
as for the incrediblg Miſchief they have done 
to practical Religion ; being adopted as Prin- 
ciples by infinite Numbers of our People who 
neither khow the Meaning of the one, nor the Ay 
Uſes of the other, and to whom they have * 
been, in different Ways, Inſtruments to miſ- 
lead them from the wholeſome and livin 
Waters of the Goſpel, to the broken and 
muddy Ciſterns of Human Sufficiency and Hu- 
man Authority. To the firſt we owe the flou- 
riſhing State of Infidelitiy and its legitimate 
Progeny, a profligate Corruption of Manners, 
among all Ranks and Degrees of our People ; 
to the latter we are beholden for the Progreſs 
and Advancement of Popery (the baſeſt and 
moſt ſhameleſs of all Superſtitions) to the ma- 
nifeſt Hazard of our Civil and Religious Li- 
berty, which will be no longer ſafe than our 
gracious and righteous Sovereign, and his Pro- 
teſtant Deſcendants, are ſecure from the inceſ- 
ſant and diabolical Machinations of Romij} 
Emiſſaries; from which may Gop 's good 
Providence continue to protect them; in which 
Prayer, notwithſtanding my Opinion of the 
Tendency of your Lordſhip's Doctrine, I am 
perfectly aſſured, your Lordſhip will join with, 


Wh 
2 


My Lord, (once more) 
| Your Lordſhip*s, &c. 
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